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The Fourth Man 
By Ruby Weyburn Tobias 


HERE were only three, 
They needed four ; 
They came to me, 
I closed my door. 


‘¢ What folly,’’ I said, 
I said it aloud, 

*‘ To carry his bed 
Through such a crowd! 


‘¢ Where could we set it?’’— 
I smiled, aloof — 
‘We might have to let it 
Down through the roof! 7 


‘“‘ This healer-man — 
How can we know 

If He will, or can, 
The boon bestow ?”’ 


They bore him away 
To a living death ; 

Just because they 
Had lost their faith. 


They bore him away — 
He was borne of three — 
Unhealed today 
Because of me! 


When Death Must Yield 


Death is too much for man, but not 
for God. It continues to do its relentless 
work, so far as man is concerned; but its 
days are numbered, and the time is coming, 
and soon, when much of its work will be 
over forever. At the Lord’s coming, “then 
shall be brought to pass the saying that is 
written, Death is swallowed up in victory” 
(1 Cor. 15:54). For it is then that “the 
dead shall be raised incorruptibie,” all who 
have fallen asleep in Jesus. Death’s grip 
upon them shall be forever loosed. This 
means that the bodies of all who have 


died after receiving Christ as Saviour shall 
be raised from the dead. Those bodies 
today, in countless numbers, are in count- 
less places throughout this earth, or in the 
depths of the sea. Many of these bodies 
are hidden completely from man; no one 
knows where they are. What of that? A 
radio preacher, speaking recently of God’s 
resurrection power, spoke this word of com- 
fort: “You may be taken to the Potter’s 
Field. But never fear; if you are a saint 
of God, the trumpet will locate you.” And 
it will not be a long, difficult hunt for God, 
for “in a moment, in the twinkling of an 
eye, at the last trump: for the trumpet 
shall sound, and the dead shall be raised 
incorruptible, and we [who are living when 
the Lord comes] shall be changed.” Thank 
God for the locating trumpet! Better still, 
thank God for the Lord who seeks and 
saves that which is lost, even the dead 
bodies of those whose souls have been with 


him. 
=< 
Grace 


Is there anything in the universe so 
wonderful as God’s grace? It includes 
both his love and his justice. It works 
miracles. It meets all our needs, doing 
the impossible whenever that is necessary. 
Dr. Griffith Thomas used to say that he 
supposed very few Christians had any ade- 


The Have-Nothings 


HERE is a great joy in tracing the 

thoughts of God in another language. 

Apart from the joy of witnessing for 

him, it seems as if he rewards missionaries 

for their toil by a new understanding of 
his grace. 

For instance, the expression “things 
which are rot’ is well known to us, and 
perhaps its first freshness is dimmed by 
frequent usage. What joy then, to meet 
the same thought in a new phrase! In 
Tonkinese it is “su khong co.” “Sw” is 
the article, “khong” means the negative — 
none, nothing, no,—and “co” is “have.” 
Thus we might, read this blessed verse: 

“But God has chosen the stupids of the 





Epitor’s Note.—The author of this un- 
usual editorial is Mrs. Homera Homer-Dixon, 
well known to readers of Tue Sunpay 
ScHoot TIMEs as a writer on missions and 
a missionary laboring in the far-away city 
of Hanoi, the enormous capital of Tonkin, in 
Indochina. Those who would like to receive 
her prayer letter may address her at Mission 
Evangelique, 1, Rue Nguyen-Trai, Hanoi, 
Tonkin, Indochina. 


quate conception of the meaning of grace. 
Whatever staggering problem confronts us 
today, baffles us, discourages, defeats, or 
paralyzes us—God’s grace is more than 
equal to it, and he will solve it if we will 
let him. Here are some of God’s own 
words about his grace: “And all the trees of 
the field shall know that I the Lord have 
brought down the high tree, have exalted 
the low tree, have dried up the green tree, 
and have made the dry tree to flourish: 
I the Lord have spoken and have done it” 
(Ezek. 17:24). No one else is able to do 
anything like this; no one but God: “even 
God, who giveth life to the dead, and call- 
eth the things that are not, as though they 
were” (Rom. 4:17, R. V.). Are we pray- 
ing repeatedly, persistently, that God shall 
remove from us some “thorn in the flesh”? 
Paul did so, and Paul knew how to pray, 
but Paul learned a new lesson of God’s 
grace. The thorn was not removed, as it 
may not be for us; but God gave Paul 
something better than the answer for which 
Paul prayed. Here it is: “My grace is 
sufficient for thee: for my strength is made 
perfect in weakness” (2 Cor. 12:9). And 
God, in his perfect love and all-sufficient 
grace, may be waiting for us to say with 
Paul: “Most gladly therefore will I rather 
glory in my infirmities, that the power of 
Christ may rest upon me... for when I 
am weak, then am I strong.” 


x 


and The Are-Nots 


world to make ashamed the wise people; 
God has chosen the weak-feeble ones of 
the world to make ashamed the strength 
(or, strong ones). God has chosen the 
ones worthy-of-scorn and low, and also the 
have-nothings, to make vanish (or, dis- 
perse) the ones who have” (1 Cor. 1:27, 
28). 

Hallelujah for the God of those who have 
nothing but God! Rejoice, rejoice that 
ours is the God of the have-nothings! 
“When I am weak, then am I strong.” 
When I have nothing of earth, then I have 
God — Gop! 

Have you ever traced the weak and sim- 
ple things, the despised and rejected things, 
that God uses in the first few chapters of 
Judges? There was Caleb, an old, old 
man; we would declare him “a saint,” we 
would give him a seat in the sunny win- 
dow, with a nice book and a footstool, and 
send the children to flatter him by asking 
him to tell them stories of his wonderful 
deeds when he was young. When nations 
go on the warpath they do pot make up 
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their armies of men of Caleb’s age. Yet 
there he was, conquering giants, wresting 
their territory from the terrible ones. 
“Weak — feeble,” — well, maybe you are; 
but Gop 1s not weak and feeble, — just 
remember that! And remember, he has 
chosen the weak, feeble things to make 
known his grace. 

Then there was a left-handed man, Ehud, 
in the third chapter of Judges. In the 
Far East as well as in the Western world, 
people are inclined to scorn left-handed 
folks; they may excel in arts, but very 
rarely; the more primitive races seem to 
despise them. Yet God chose Ehud to be 
the deliverer of his people Israel. 

In the same chapter, we read of Sham- 
gar winning a mighty victory with an ox 
goad. What army would care to face an 
enemy without guns, artillery, aircraft — 
with only one man armed in their midst, 
and he armed only with a stick for goad- 
ing sleepy oxen? But the God of all grace 
delights to employ unusually insignificant 
tools ! 

Then comes the story of Deborah, and 
we see how God sold the great captain 
Sisera into the hand of a woman armed 
with a tent peg. Again we ask, what nation 
wants an army of women? It is men, 
strong young men, who are recruited, not 
homebodies; and it is bayonets, not tent 
pegs, in which the world trusts! 

Chapter seven tells us of a dream that 
strengthened the hosts of God and weak- 
ened the hosts of evil. What can be 
more fleeting and evanescent than a dream? 
Yet the God of little things has many 
times wielded this strange tool for the 
achieving of mighty purposes. In the 
dream a barley cake knocked down a tent; 
further to employ modern military tactics 
in illustrating these contrasts, may we say 
that in modern warfare the baker’s shops 
do not furnish the ammunition (although 
some people may say that certain pastry 
is nearly solid enough to serve as bullets). 

And how ridiculously inadequate seems 
the equipment of Gideon’s army when one 
reads. the statistics of modern militarism! 
Trumpets, pitchers, and torches — yes, but 
the trumpets were used, the pitchers were 
empty, and the torches were lit. Have you 
dropped the trumpet, friend, or are you 
using it to tell abroad the wonderful works 
of God? -And your pitcher —is it empty 
and ready for God’s use, or have you a 
drink of water in it, in case you might 
grow thirsty—is it filled with earthly 
pleasures and needs? Finally, is your torch 
alight, ready to flame up in a blaze of 
victory for God? 

Abimelech in a later chapter was killed 
by a woman dropping a piece of millstone 
on his head. What an ignominious death 
for a great fighter! Probably it was an 
abandoned piece, for a millstone has to be 
a complete circle to be of use. Perhaps 
this broken piece of millstone, no longer 
useful even in its very humble station, had 
been thrown aside; but the God of the 
rubbish heaps had a use for it: —only a 
millstone — yes; and broken? yes. But it 
was in the right place, and it did the only 
thing it could do—it fell. But it was in 
God’s will, so its fall was a mighty factor 
in Israel’s history. 

Richer still in its significance is the story 
of how Samson routed the Philistine army 
with only the jawbone of an ass. Could 
one get anything more contemptible for a 
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weapon? The ass is generally despised, 
and a dead ass, the bone of a dead ass, is 
surely rubbish of rubbish: but it was in 
the hand of a mighty man. And — halle- 
lujah — we are in the hand of a mightier 
Man, who can work greater marvels with 
us than anything Samson could ever do. 
But the jawbone was part of a dead ass. 
Probably if that ass had been alive and 
kicking it would have been useless to Sam- 
son. So must we be dead to self and 
utterly at the Lord’s disposal, even as the 
bone was yielded and obedient as a vehicle 
for Samson’s mighty strength, if we would 
be of any service to God. 

Praise God, he has much work for the 
“Have-nothings” and the “Are-nots” to do! 
This message is the substance of an address 
recently given in Tonkinese to a native 
church group by a “Have-nothing.” Sight, 
hearing, speech, and strength all below par 
—O God of the Have-nothings, here is 
truly one who is useless indeed! Yet a 
personal testimony must be given — the God 
of the rubbish heap is true to- his Name, and 
worketh wonders even as ever of old. 

Yielded— we must be yielded in the 
hand of God. Because human nature is 
human it is hard to yield, and therefore 
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perhaps the Have-nothings are easier for 
God to work with than the Have-gots. 
The “I-am-nots” are better material for 
him than the “I-ams.” Self is stubborn 
stuff, unplastic clay, unbending as pig-iron. 
The Tonkinese have a proverb to the ef- 
fect that if one files a piece of iron long 
enough one will finally have a needle; this 
teaches patience, but is hardly spiritual 
truth, for iron must be utterly changed — 
melted and remelted—before it becomes 
steel for needles. But this proverb repre- 
sents the world’s notions: every false re- 
ligion and system on earth is founded on 
human works, they all teach (in substance) 
that if one files away long enough at the 
human character it will attain perfection. 
This leaves grace and the new birth out of 
the question, and is a wholly wrong concept. 
Let us say most reverently that even God 
cannot make anything good out of our old 
self. It is only fit for the grave, the rub- 
bish heap. As long as we try to make God 
use our old self in his schemes we are 
wasting his time and ours. The sooner we 
become “unselfed” the better. The Have- 
got must become the Have-nothing, the 
I-am must become the I-am-not. Let God 


(Continued on page 612) 














NOTES ON OPEN LETTERS 














Children of the Movies 


An editorial in THe Sunpay ScHooL 
Times of May 29, written by a Christian 
mother and entitled “The Poison of Death,” 
discussed certain insidious and prevalent 
influences upon children in Christian 
homes; these come from antichristian arti- 
cles and assumptions in widely circulated 
magazines, and also from motion picture 
magazines and the prominence given in 
them and in the “movies” to child actors 
and actresses. Speaking of a healthy and 
happy little ten-year-old girl in a Chris- 
tian home, the editorial said: “Now she 
seems to have become movie conscious, or 
at least to have developed a new and ab- 
sorbing passion for Jane Withers, Freddie 
Bartholomew, and the ubiquitous Shirley 
Temple. How she loves to dress up and 
impersonate these child stars, admiring and 
emulating their much heralded beauty. and 
accomplishments.” 

A letter comes from an earnest Chris- 
tian woman in Hollywood which will be 
read by the Trmes Family with eager in- 
terest. The writer of the letter is a mem- 
ber of a well known church and Sunday 


school in Hollywood, which the Editor of 


the Times has often visited and she writes: 


Churches in Hollywood find many chil- 
dren of motion picture connection on their 
Sunday school enrollment. This places a 
heavy responsibility on the church, as the 
child is often an “open door” to the heart 
of the parent. It may also be that the 
only spiritual influence that touches the 
child’s life is from the brief Sunday morn- 
ing contact. How our hearts rejoice when 
the seed sown takes root and brings forth 
fruit! 

Jane Withers was mentioned in the Times 
editorial, “The Poison of Death.” Whereas 
I in no way indorse the moving pictures 
and never attend myself, I thought you 
would be interested to know that Jane 
Withers is the most active little missionary 


witness in our Sunday school. Within the 
last month she brought two Mormon girls as 
new pupils in our Junior High Department. 
Jane is paying for the musical education of 
one of them. She is constantly bringing 
new pupils for all departments of the Sun- 
day school. When in the Junior Depart- 
ment she drove up one Sunday with her 
car filled to overflowing, and stood at the 
entrance of the room till twenty-one out 
of the thirty-nine she had invited checked 
in! She had made it her business to can- 
vass her apartment and invite every un- 
churched child. In a radio interview I 
heard her say, in answer to the question, 
“What do you do on Sunday?” “Of 
course I go to Sunday school.” She is 
regular in attendance except when on East- 
ern tour. 


The world will offer Jane Withers much. 
Think of our responsibility in offering 
this very talented and gifted child Jesus 
Christ as Lord and Master of her life! 
We would appreciate your prayers.—Jane 
Withers’ Sunday School Superintendent. 


When the Editor asked permission to 
publish this letter it was at once given 
heartily, and Jane Withers’ Sunday school 
superintendent wrote further: 


I do not see any reason why Jane herself 
should not be mentioned by name. spe- 
cific personality means more than any gen- 
erality, and Jane is one who is “not ashamed 
to own her Lord.” “Children of the screen” 
are to be found in large numbers in our 
church school -from the Beginners Depart- 
ment up, and we find them for the most 
part faithful and loyal in so far as home 
conditions permit. We sow the seed and 
prayerfully leave the result to the Lord 
of the harvest. 


You ask for Jane’s age,—I believe she 
is eleven. Her teacher says she is alert, 
thoughtful, and definitely interested. The 
motto of our school is “Christ Supreme,” 
and we shall appreciate prayer that this 
may become true, not only in Jane Withers’ 
life, but with all entrusted to us. 


Here is a real call to earnest prayer on 
the part of Times readers, which surely 
will be forthcoming. 
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Early and Late Discoveries in Babylonia 


Their value in the study of the background and 
chronology of Old Testament history 


By James L. Kelso, D.D. 














all Bible readers. One has only 

to read a few chapters into Genesis 
before he meets it. And when we close 
the book of the Revelation, we are still 
reading about Babylon. Its intriguing 
place in Bible history and prophecy has 
woven a mystic web about the city, and 
so archeology early entered the field to dis- 
cover all it could of this ancient city and 
the country to which it gives its name. 

It was Caldius J. Rich, the Bagdad agent 
of the East India Company, who really 
aroused Europe’s interest in Babylonia. He 
visited the site of Babylon in 1811, and 
wrote two excellent works giving detailed 
descriptions of the ruins found. He also 
secured all possible pieces of sculpture and 
inscriptions, and sent these to Europe. His 
work aroused an interest in Mesopotamian 
archeology. Money was granted for ex- 
cavations in Babylonia, but no such spec- 
tacular finds were made as those in the 
excavations of the great Assyrian palaces, 
and thus Europe’s major interest was 
changed from Babyionia to Assyria. (See 
Tue Sunpay ScHoot Times for Jan. 23, 
1937.) 


What Happens to Sun-Dried Bricks 


In fact, the early Babylonian excavations 
were disappointing. The cities that were 
dug offered few museum sculpture pieces, 
and the architectural students on these digs 
were almost as disappointed as the art 
critics. The temples and palaces of the 
country were built exclusively of brick; 
and because of their vast size, upon their 
disintegration these buildings simply be- 
came enormous hills of dirt, for most of 
the bricks were only sun-dried. Therefore, 
in order to plot one of these enormous 
buildings, vast quantities of this disfhte- 
grated mud would have to be removed 
before the deeply buried original solid brick 
walls were discovered. In the early ex- 
cavations the shortage of funds prevented 
the plotting of more than small sections 
of any building. Furthermore, the bas- 
reliefs such as adorned the Assyrian palaces 
were rarely found, and then usually of a 
fragmentary nature. 

The decipherment of the Babylonian lan- 
guage was as yet in its early stages, and 
so .the countless clay tablets found, al- 
though afterward to be of inestimable 
value, were as yet mere curiosities. It was 
only the scholar of the succeeding genera- 
tion who got much out of these early dig- 
gings, and as for the general public, their 
interest was in Assyria and Egypt, not in 
Babylonia. These early works, however, de- 
serve mention because to us today they 
have genuine value. 

W. K. Loftus dug at Warka, the largest 
ruin in Babylonia. It is the Biblical Erech 
of Genesis 10:10. Sir A. H. Layard 
worked several sites in Babylonia, but, in 
spite of his brilliant work in Assyria, 
secured little of value here. The French 
under Fresnel and Oppert worked on 


Bian Bini is a name that fascinates 


A file room containing thirty thousand 
documents would be considered as 
fair evidence that a business was pros- 
pering. Such a room was found by 
one archeologist in Babylonia, show- 
ing that the ancient Babylonians also 
knew something about efficiency and 
prosperity. Dr. Kelso, who is Archeo- 
logical Editor of The Sunday School 
Times and Professor of Semitics and 
Biblical Archeology at Pittsburgh- 
Xenia Theological Seminary, tells of 
the great quantities of clay tablets 
found in Babylonia, as well as many 
other valuable objects. This is the 
third article in a series by Dr. Kelso 
on the History of Archeology, of which 
the first two were on Assyria and the 
Horites (the Times, January 23 and 
March 27); and it will be followed 
in an early issue by a fourth article 
on Egypt. 








Babylon itself, although with little fruit- 
age. The most productive digs were those 
of J. E. Taylor at Ur of the Chaldees and 
Sir Henry Rawlinson at Birs Nimrud, an- 
cient Borsippa. Most of this work was 
done in the early fifties of the last century, 
and then came a slump in digging, and 
there was no productive major work until 
1877. 

This was the excavation of Tello, ancient 
Lagash, under the direction of De Sarzec, 
which was continued at various times 
through eleven campaigns till 1900. The 
value of the work can be illustrated by 
three items: 1. Much of our knowledge 
of the early history of Babylonia comes 
from evidence found here. 2. One room 
alone contained about thirty thousand busi- 
ness documents. 3. The sculptures found 
were the finest collection of Sumerian art 
work. This Sumerian period antedates the 
Semitic historic period (which itself ante- 
dates Abraham), although some of the 
Sumerian cultural effects remained in the 
country until almost New Testament 
time. The problem of the origin of the 
early Sumerians is still unsolved. 


Finding Nebuchadnezzar’s Riches 


In 1884 America entered the field, and 
the University of Pennsylvania began the 
first of several campaigns at Nippur. This 
city had been a great religious center for 
two thousand years, and the discoveries 
made in these temples were surpassed in 
value only by the excavations at Tello. 

The turn of the century saw increasing 
success for the diggers in Babylonia. Kol- 
dewey worked at Babylon itself, where he 
unearthed, among many objects, some of 
the great works’ of Nebuchadnezzar. Some 
of these were of such a spectacular nature 
that they .were removed in small sections 
and are reproduced in the great new mu- 
seum at Berlin. Indeed, one of the easiest 
ways to see the glory that was Nebuchad- 
nezzar’s is to see it in Berlin! One of the 


best pictured books to study in order to 
get a good idea of Babylonian excavations 
is Koldewey’s book on Babylon. 


Other excavations at sites not mentioned 
in the Bible yielded good results, but noth- 
ing equal to the success of Woolley at Ur 
of the Chaldees. Especially brilliant and 
wealthy was that civilization which ante- 
dated Abraham by a thousand years. It 
was the same story that one reads in Egypt 
—the earlier historic periods have more 
brilliant and diversified civilizations than 
the later times. The photographs of the 
giant ziggurat and the temple of the Moon 
god of Ur have been seen by all Bible 
students. 

The value of Babylonian excavations is 
not primarily in the art and architectural 
finds, but in the documentary finds. The 
Babylonians wrote on clay tablets and 
these have survived in unbelievable quan- 
tities; the scholars cannot keep up the 
decipherment of those found, but often are 
years behind. These tablets cover every 
imaginable field of human thinking, — re- 
ligious, scientific, political, military, com- 
mercial, and others. In quantity they out-. 
rank all literary discoveries of other 
ancient countries. The light they throw upon 
the interpretation of the Bible is so phe- 
nomenal as to make Old Testament schol- 
arship today vastly more accurate and sat- 
isfying than it was in the days of the 
greatest of all commentators, John Calvm. 
Indeed, our modern tragedy is that the 
Church of today has no such scholar as 
Calvin to utilize all the contributions of 
archeological research in Biblical interpre- 
tation. 


The Key to Ancient Secrets 


So in Babylonia, it is to the linguist rather 
than to the excavators that the major debt 
of gratitude should be paid. The decipher- 
ment of these cuneiform languages is one 
of the high-water marks of linguistic study 
in all of human history. It is Rawlinson 
the linguist, rather than Rawlinson the 
excavator, that all history honors. To get 
an appreciation of the difficulty of decipher- 
ing the cuneiform languages, and at ‘the 
same time an appreciation of the mental 
ability of the Babylonian scholars, just go 
into the library of one of our larger cities 
and spend a couple of hours with a Baby- 
lonian grammar. It will probably revolu- 
tionize your idea of the “ignorant” ancients. 

Let us look at a few of the different 
types of Babylonian documents as related 
to Bible study. Their chronological rec- 
ords, which in places are combined with 
accurate astronomical observations, enable 
us to work out the chronology of history 
back to before the time of Moses with a 
possible error of only a few years in the 
early dates, and with complete accuracy 
in the later datings. It is Babylonian 
chronology that has enabled us to work out 
most of the difficult problems of Biblical 
chronology. It is from them -we have 
learned that Biblical chronological methods 
are quite often different from modern Amer- 
ican chronological methods. Historically the 
records of Babylonia and Assyria give us 
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the background for great sections of the 
Old Testament, especially after the As- 
syrian invasions of Israel. 

The Hammurabi Law Code, although it 
was discovered in ancient Elam, whither 
it had been taken as a trophy of war, was 
a Babylonian codification. It gives us the 
earliest lengthy law code, and shows us 
the relationship of Abraham’s conduct to 
that document. It also shows us how dif- 
ferent is the Mosaic legal code from this 
one of Hammurabi. When the Babylonian 
code was first discovered, most scholars 
stressed the points of similarity in the two 
codes, but today all accurate scholars rec- 
ognize that the contrasting differences are 
the outstanding points in comparing the 
two codes. 

The creation and flood stories of the 
Bible and the Babylonians have been com- 
pared time and again, and as a result it 
is interesting to note that, although the 
Babylonian creation stories are absolutely 
unrelated to the Biblical narrative, there 
are many points of similarity between the 
Bible and the Babylonian flood stories. 
The Bible gives the true spiritual view; 
the Babylonian lowers the spiritual tone 
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but retains a number of the non-moral de- 
tails of the narrative. Attempts have been 
made to correlate other early narratives of 
Genesis, but none has been successful. 

The religious literature of Babylonia is 
closer in nature to that of the Hebrew than 
is the Egyptian; although geographically 
Egypt is next door to Palestine. In the 
field of hymnology, lamentations, and 
prayer, Babylonia is closer to the Hebrew 
types; but in proverb literature the Egyp- 
tian is closer to the Hebrew. 

In heresy, Babylonia and Assyria formed 
the doctrinal source of most of Israel’s 
sin. It was the Semitic fertility cults, 
rather than Egyptian heresy, that led Is- 
rael astray. It was out of Ur of Babylonia 
that God called Abraham, and it was to 
that same hotbed of sin that ancient Israel 
was returned by Nebuchadnezzar. 

At some future time it is the author’s 
hope to show the interrelationship of the 
Hebrew and Babylonian literature; but 
meanwhile we must continue our study of 
Biblical archeology, and hasten on to Egypt, 
the treasure house of art and civilization 
for the ancient world. 


PITTSBURGH. 








With his friendly neighbors in his own 
home and in his church 





Singing for D. L. Moody at Northfield 


By George C. Stebbins 

















In last week’s issue Mr. Stebbins began his brief series on ‘*My Memories of Weil 


Known Hymns and Their Writers,’’ 
** and W. T. Sleeper’s, ‘‘ Ye 


Grace 


telling of Fanny Crosby’s hymn, ‘‘ 
Must Be Born Again.’ 


Saved by 
Few living men are 


as well qualified to write on this subject, for Mr. _— is himself one of our best 
known composers of Gospel music and last Feb lebrated his ninety-first birth- 
day. The series will continue an early issue. 


to spend a week-end as a guest of Mr. 

Moody at Northfield, and as he was to 
preach on Sunday morning in the Con- 
gregational Church there, he invited me 
to lead the singing. 

As there was no organist to play the 
cabinet organ that stood in front of the 
pulpit, I played for the singing as well 
as leading it. 

During the singing I thought I heard a 
discordant note, and thinking it came from 
the organ, I listened between verses and 
found it was not from that source, but 
that it came from Mr. Moody’s singing, 
which appeared to be all upon one note. 
From that I discovered what I did not 
know before, that he was one of those un- 
fortunate people who cannot recognize the 
difference in tunes, or sing in harmony with 
others. 

While I was expecting to return to my 
home the next day, Mr. Moody invited me 
to remain as his guest for a few days, which 
I was fortunately able to do. 

Among his neighbors in Northfield Mr. 
Moody seemed ever on the alert to do 
something that would be helpful to them 
in any way he could. I shall never forget 
an illustration of this disposition on his 
part during those days. One day he took 
me in his buggy and drove around among 
the farmers about the village, and as he 
came to a farmhouse he got out, went to 
the door, and invited the people to come to 
his home on a date mentioned to hear me 


|° THE summer of 1876 I had occasion 





sing. Of course they would come as read- 
ily as if it were the command of a king, 
and they came in such numbers as to fill 
all the space available in his home. 

A cabinet organ stood by an open win- 
dow near where he sat to announce the 
hymns I was to sing. It was a hot August 
afternoon, and the constant singing for 
nearly ar. hour caused the perspiration to 
fall rather profusely from my face, which 
I have sometimes thought Mr. Moody en- 
joyed seeing, as his friends knew that he 
took pleasure in an innocent and harmless 
joke on them. 

It was under those circumstances that I 
first sang for Mr. Moody. It was also at 
that time that he suggested my becoming 
associated with him and Mr. Sankey in 
their evangelistic campaigns. 

After some days of consideration of his 
proposal, I accepted it, and thus began 
my service under his direction that lasted 
the twenty-three years he lived after that 
time. 

My first duties in that new relationship 
had to do with organizing a choir that was 
to assist in the three-months’ meetings he 
and Mr. Sankey were to begin in Chicago 
the first of October. 

While thus engaged through September, 
I stayed at a hotel conveniently near by, 
where P. P. Bliss was stopping temporarily. 
It was a happy occasion, for we had been 
friends for years and for a time neighbors 
in Chicago. 

One day he came into my room with 
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music he had just written to a hymn en- 
titled, “It Is Well with My Soul.” It 
impressed me as having possibilities of 
usefulness, as afterward it so proved, as 
it soon came into general use and into 
world-wide service. 

The words of the hymn were written by 
H. G. Spafford, a distinguished lawyer, 
and intimate friend of Mr. Bliss, as well as 
of Mr. Moody and Major Whittle. Mr. 
Bliss was then associated with Major Whit- 
tle in evangelistic work. 

The tragic circumstances that gave rise 
to the writing of the hymn were the loss 
of Mr. Spafford’s four children in the sink- 
ing of the steamer on which they and their 
mother were crossing the Atlantic to Eng- 
land. The mother alone was saved when 
she was found on a part of the wreck and 
picked up by a passing vessel. On arrival 
on the other side she cabled to her hus- 
band, “Saved alone.” 

During his stay at the hotel Mr. Bliss 
also sang for me his song entitled ‘“Eter- 
nity — Oh, the clanging bells of time,” 
which has been of great use as a solo in 
the intervening years. 

The last opportunity I had to sing for 
Mr. Moody was, I believe, at the last time 
he preached in the church at Northfield, 
of which he had been the inspiration for 
many years. It was just before he began 
the meetings in the Convention Hall at 
Kansas City that proved to be the closing 
of the great evangelist’s career. It was in 
the midst of his work there that the sum- 
mons came for him to cease pleading with 
men to accept the Saviour, the work he 
loved above all else in the world. 

It was after the summer conference had 
closed and the people had returned to 
their homes. Mrs. Stebbins and I were still 
at Northfield, and, as she had sung with 
me for many years, Mr. Moody invited us 
to sing at the service. 

The song we selected is entitled, “Eye 
Hath Not Seen,” the chorus of which is a 
musical setting of 1 Corinthians 2:9, of 
which those words are a part. Mr. Moody 
always liked songs that had Scripture for 
the chorus, and in view of the imminence 
of his seeing and hearing what “God hath 
prepared for them that love him,” it would 
seem that the song was appropriately 
chosen. 

That was the last time I had the priv- 
ilege of singing for him who had for many 
years been the greatest blessing to me of 
all the men who ever crossed my path. 
I did not see him again until I looked 
upon his face at his funeral as he lay in 
front of the pulpit in his last sleep, where 
he had so recently preached his last ser- 
mon to his loved ones and his neighbors 
in the quiet village. It was a cloudless 
December afternoon when people from far 
and near came to pay their last tribute of 
love; and, as if God were also honoring 
him, the afternoon sun came through the 
window of the church and rested upon the 
face that had so often shone with an in- 
ward light as Mr. Moody preached of 
God’s love. 

At the conclusion of the service, friends 
followed as with leaden feet as he was 
borne to his resting place on “Round Top,” 
the place dear to him from childhood. 

As the body of him whom God had made 
such a blessing to the world was being laid 
away to await the Resurrection, the sun 
of that cloudless day was just sinking be- 
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hind the western hills. And as if to add 
to the impressiveness of the symbol, the 
century in which he had spent himself 
with such superhuman strength was just 
coming to its close. 

It may be of interest to know how this 
last song came to be written, and inci- 
dentally it shows the habit of the famous 
author of the verses in writing. 

One day when calling upon Mr. Sankey 
at his home in Brooklyn, I found Fanny 
Crosby visiting him. When opportunity 
offered, I addressed her familiarly, as she 
had long been an intimate friend of both 
myself and Mr. Sankey. 

“Fanny,” I said, “I have a subject for 
a hymn for you.” 

She brightened up and said, “Good, what 
is it?” 

I replied by quoting 1 Corinthians 2:9, 
and added, “How would it do to begin with 
‘They tell me of a land so fair’?” 

She responded again in her bright way. 
When I asked her to give me some verses 
that would be suitable to go with that 
beautiful Scripture, she at once took her 
small Testament she carried with her, and, 
retiring to another room, she placed it open 
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before her sightless eyes and composed a 
verse for the hymn; then she returned and 
repeated it. I assured her it was beautiful, 
and asked her to give me some more verses, 
which she retired at once to do; and in a 
few minutes she came back again and re- 
peated them to our entire satisfaction. The 
verses with the refrain are as follows: 


They tell me of a land so fair, 
Unseen by mortal eyes, 

Where spring in fadeless beauty blooms, 
Beneath unclouded skies. 


They tell me of a land so fair, 
Where all is light and song, 

Where angel choirs their anthems join 
With yonder blood-washed throng. 


No radiant beams from sun or moon 
Adorn that land so fair, 

For He who sits upon the throne, 
Shines forth resplendent there. 


O land of light and love and joy, 
Where comes no night of care, 
What will our song of triumph be 

When we shall enter there? 


Refrain 


Eye hath not seen, ear hath not heard, 
neither hath it entered into the heart of man 
what God hath prepared for those that love 


Him. 
(To be continued) 








The old, old Bible plan, that still 


works in 1937 








From Frenzied Finance to Faith in God 


By Helen Miller Lehman 














OME Christians still insist that the 
S day of miracles has passed. After its 

recent experience, however, no one 
could make the Finance Committee of a 
certain California church believe that mir- 
acles do not actually occur in 1937. 

Our church stands in a city of some ten 
thousand inhabitants, in the heart of an 
agricultural section. Although we have 
on our membership record between four 
and five hundred names, our attendance 
averages only between 125 and 150. We 
have about one hundred who pledge to 
the support of the church —none of them 
large amounts, and the subscribers also in- 
clude several children with their weekly 
five and ten cent contributions. 

Many of our members derive their liv- 
ing from crops, for which they have re- 
ceived extremely low prices in the last 
few years. In fact, many of them have 
worked “in the red” for several seasons. 
At the beginning of the depression, of 
necessity, we began to “cut” our church ex- 
penses. We economized in the smallest of 
matters, still the bills were far in excess of 
the income. 

Finances became an agonizing. matter, 
and there was serious talk of closing the 
church. Members of the Finance Commit- 
tee aged under the strain of getting together 
enough money to carry even the greatly 
reduced overhead. The budget had been 
cut to a little over $4,000, $2,000 of which 
covered the pastor’s salary. 

One month before the close of the fiscal 
year, and the meeting of our annual con- 
ference, we were in arrears over nine hun- 
dred dollars. 

The Finance Committee met from time 
to time asking desperately, “What are we 
to do? How can we raise $900?” “Each 


time the meeting closed with no solution, 
with no encouraging answer. Letters had 
been sent to the entire membership, but 
members who had not darkened the church 
doors for twenty years could scarcely be 
expected to feel deep concern for the finan- 
cial distress of the church which they had 
neglected, particularly when their own af- 
fairs were going none too smoothly. 

House to house canvasses had been made 
among the members, with disheartening re- 
sults; persons outside the church who were 
beneficently inclined had been solicited, and 
(let it be said to our shame) that even 
a “raffle” had been suggested. 

Those of us who were carrying the bur- 
den became so distressed over the situa- 
tion that we almost ceased to pray “‘believ- 
ing.” We became so concerned with the 
financial side of the program that we found 
little time or heart for the spiritual side. 
Such an atmosphere of depression and dis- 
couragement prevailed, and such a lack of 
spiritual warmth, that it is small wonder 
our efforts went unblessed. 

Finally, it was decided that one last des- 
perate appeal should be made. This was 
to be presented in the morning church serv- 
ice. Just one month before conference 
convened, a member of the Finance Com- 
mittee made the appeal. The attendance 
that morning was less than average. The 
prospect for a “bountifui harvest” was dis- 
couraging from the natural point of view, 
but, “God moves in a mysterious way, His 
wonders to perform.” 

The appeal was made wholly upon a 
Scriptural basis. First, an acknowledgment 
was made that our previous methods of 
raising money were wrong. 

Church dinners, bazaars, and food sales 
are not God’s way of raising money for the 
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advancement of his Kingdom. Members 
donate materials for sales and dinners, then 
buy back their own product at perhaps an 
unfair price. A feeling of antagonism and 
disgust results because they know they have 
not received value for value given. They 
seem not to be aware that a Christian is 
not due to receive anything material in 
exchange for the money he returns to the 
Lord. The money belongs to God, and his 
blessing and the consciousness of doing his 
will is all that a Christian may rightly ex- 
pect. 

Second, an acknowledgment was made 
that our way of giving money had not hon- 
ored the Lord. We had not put our trust 
in him, confident that he could bring the 
impossible to pass. The Finance Commit- 
tee had coaxed, begged, and wheedled the 
church members. It had run hither and 
yon after collections. We are told to bring 
them. “Bring ye all the tithes into the 
storehouse, that there may be meat in mine 
house.” 

Third, a statement was made of God’s 
promise to the giver. “Honour the Lord 
with thy substance, and with the firstfruits of 
all thine increase: so shall thy barns be 
filled with plenty, and thy presses shall 
burst out with new wine” (Prov. 3:9, 10); 
and, “Bring ye all the tithes . . . and prove 
me now herewith, saith the Lord of hosts, 
if I will not open you the windows of heaven, 
and pour you out a blessing, that there 
shall not be room enough to receive it” 
(Mal. 3:10). What a promise! What a 
reward ! 

There are two parts to every promise 
— God’s part and man’s part. God prom- 
ises to open the windows of Heaven and 
deluge the giver with more blessing than 
he is able to receive. Man’s part is to 
bring in the tithes. God cannot fulfill his 
promise until man has done his part. 

Every time one goes into a store to buy 
a suit, a pair of shoes, or a loaf of bread, 
he puts the merchant to the test. Will the 
merchant, or will he not, deliver goods 
of the quality which he represents? Yet 
we hesitate to put the same confidence in 


Fourth, an urgent appeal was made to 
put God to the test. God never fails those 
who come to him. “He wili not fail thee, 
nor forsake thee.” He urges his children 
to prove him. 

Fifth, a definite plan was suggested. “To 
him who has never tithed, a contract with 
God for a whole year is a severe test of 
faith. Regardless of what previously might 
have been pledged to the church, or what 
previous amounts had been paid in for the 
year, it was urged, in an effort to see 
whether or not God would “make good” 
his promise, that the members tithe only for 
the ensuing month. It was shown that, as 
soon as they did their part, they could ex- 
pect an unusual blessing from God. 

Sixth, cards were passed, and collected. 

Seventh, the minister asked God’s bless- 
ing upon our effort and upon those who 
made the venture in faith. 

One hundred and ninety dollars were 
pledged on the cards. 

The month passed, and in our financially 
poor little church nine hundred and seventy- 
five dollars were raised. One hundred 
dollars was given by the only man in the 
church with means; fifty dollars was given 
by a stranger in attendance at the service 
when the appeal was made; the balance 
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has come in small amounts, but the entire 
deficit, and more, came in during that one 
month, The choir leader received five 
months’ back pay; the janitor’s salary was 
paid to date, and over three hundred dol- 
lars which was in arrears on the minister’s 
salary. The Financial Secretary says that 
there is a brighter financial outlook than 
the church has known in many years. 

The Finance Committee cannot yet be- 
lieve what has happened. It does not seem 
possible that the small amounts received 
could aggregate more than our large deficit. 
It is a miracle, just as the making of the 
blind to see or the lame to walk were mir- 
acles. 

Is it any wonder, when the Committee 
met and the final figures were revealed that 
our need had been met, that the members 
all raised their voices in “Praise God from 
whom all blessings flow’? 

How bountifully we might live if we 
would only live God’s way! We content 
ourselves with husks, while he offers us 
“the finest of the wheat” and offers to do 
for us more abundantly than we ask or 
think. 


Santa Rosa, CALIF. 








Under the Skylight 


By The Farm Mother 

















“© Morning Land!” 


HAVE never known mornings more 

delightful than the ones we experi- 
enced during the last weeks of spring 
this year. After several seasons of drought 
an abundance of rain, at times a super- 
abundance, and the greenery came roll- 
ing over the hills in a very flood of 
freshness. How I pity people who never 
get out of bed till the dew is gone 
and the early morning ecstasy of the birds 
has subsided for the serious business of 
worm-hunting. It is easy on mornings like 
those to sense the lyric loveliness of that 
exquisite first chapter of Genesis with its 
refrain: God saw that it was good; God 
saw that it was good; God saw everything 
that he had made, and, behold, it was very 
good. And there was evening and there 
was morning. Not morning and evening, 
mark you, as man would have said, but 
evening and morning! 

Only two chapters fresh with the dew 
of creation and the fragrance of Eden, then 
comes the Serpent, the spilling of a 
brother’s blood. Instead of the life-giving 
mist that went up from the ground there 
are the death-dealing floods of retribution. 
Man goes out from the presence of God. 
“And it was night, —” that age-long night 
of sin until we come to the two closing 
chapters of the story. Thank God for the 
happy ending! “And there shall be night 
no more.” There was evening and there 
was morning. The Daystar already risen 
in his heart, the child of God may wait 
with patience through the darkest night, 
“until the day break, and the shadows flee 
away.” ~“I Jesus have sent mine angel to 
testify unto you these things...I am... 
the bright, the morning star.” Oh, lovely 
morning land, of which He will forever 
be the Light! 


‘as the one to be his helper. 
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Training a Helper 





Good practice in efficiency and humility 


in Sunday School 








By Leslie E. Dunkin 














UR school believes that each leader 

— whether a superintendent, teacher, 

or some other officer — has an indi- 
vidual responsibility to train a helper for 
his work. He owes it to himself to do 
this, so that he may be at his best with 
his own efforts and render the most valu- 
able service to the school. He owes it to 
the school, so that he may give them his 
best efforts and his place may be taken by 
somebody else — when absolutely necessary 
—with the least amount of disturbance to 
the school’s general progress. He owes it 
to his helper, so that his own training and 
experience may be used to train the one 
who may be the future leader. 

We find that this responsibility to train 
a helper cannot be delegated impersonally 
to the school. Even with a regular train- 
ing class for such helpers, the friendly, per- 
sonal co-operation from the leader himself 
is necessary to gain the best results from 
these efforts. The absence of a regular 
training class does not excuse the leader 
from doing what he can personally to help 
train a helper. 

If our school has designated an assist- 
ant for the position held by the leader, he 
honors this choice by using this person 
If a regular 
assistant has not already been chosen, the 
leader is urged to look around personally, 
making use of consultation with other 
leaders in the school, to find the person best 
suited to start learning to be his helper in 
the work. 

One of his first steps in the training for 
his helper is to talk things about the work 
over with this individual. At first, our 
leader will do most—if not all—of the 
talking, with the helper listening closely. 
The leader finds it important in these first 
conferences to notice the personal response 
of the eager listener to what is being said. 
Full opportunity is given for any questions 
that might arise in the new helper’s mind, 
even though they seem quite trivial at the 
time to the leader himself. 

As these personal conferences progress, 
our leader finds his helper is eager to make 
some suggestions. All these are taken as 
seriously as they are offered. Under no 
circumstances: are they ridiculed or ignored 
completely. If the leader’s experience and 
knowledge find these first suggestions to be 
largely useless, if not possibly quite dan- 
gerous, he will kindly reveal how the ex- 
act situation in the local school does not 
make it best to try the suggestion at that 
particular time. 

If at all possible, the leader endeavors to 
permit a trial of each suggestion in some 
form. So many changes may be made in 
the suggestion before it is finally tried that 
it may be entirely different from the orig- 
inal form. However, the helper will feel 
that it was his idea in the first place. Ac- 


cepting suggestions from the helper aids / 


in keeping the leader’s mind open to new 

ideas and experiments, which often bring 

a forward step to the work. 
Completeresponsibility is delegated to the 


helper for various detailed tasks included in 
our leader’s work. He is made to feel 
that he is independently and exclusively re- 
sponsible for the results of this part of the 
leader’s work. In this way the individual- 
ity of the helper is given an opportunity 
to express itself. 

These detailed tasks for the helper are 
changed from time to time, to» give oppor- 
tunity for him to gain the training and ex- 
perience from, all phases of the leader’s 
work. The rapidity with which this may 
be done safely depends upon the speed with 
which the helper takes up the various de- 
tails and does them efficiently. Some do 
it quickly, while others require more time, 
but may do it as well in the end as the 
faster worker. 

The leader uses the assistance of the 
helper to give him more of an opportunity 
for personal growth. With help in doing 
many of the details of his work, he finds 
more time for personal reading in his line 
of work. He is not forced to reply, “I 
just don’t have the time for it,” when a book, 
periodical, or paper appears to help him 
prepare himself for still better work. These 
are passed on to the helper for him to 
read, so that they both may advance to- 
gether. 

As the helper becomes more efficient in 
doing most of the work, if not all of it, our 
leader slips away from his own work at 
various times to visit other classes, depart- 
ments, or schools. Following such a visit, 
the helper is sent to make a similar obser- 
vation. Then the two compare notes from 
their two visits. 

The leader teaches the helper, and also 
by so doing acquires for himself more of 
the pioneering spirit. This is the desire 
to look about for ways by which the school, 
the, department, or the class may reach 
out into a new field or activity. As such 
expansion is made, the service of the group 
is enlarged and incidentally more trained 
leaders will be needed. This gives our 
helper an opportunity to step out iato a 
new position of his own, rather than re- 
maining indefinitely as merely an assistant. 
Our leaders are urged to guard against the 
selfish desire to retain the efficient helper 
more or less indefinitely after the training 
has been completed. The helper steps out 
into his own position to make room for 
another person to start the valuable train- 
ing for a helper. 

From year to year as plans are made by 
our leader, he endeavors to include the 
work of a helper and the opportunity to 
train a helper. Such a policy makes it 
possible for more work to be done, pre- 
pares more trained future leaders, and also 
helps to keep a Christlike, unselfish spirit 
and attitude-on the part of the leader him- 
self toward his work, our entire school, and 
our other workers. 

SoutH BEnp, INp. 


CuristT1AN YoutH is the TIMES weekly 
paper for young people. 
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LESSON 11. 








SEPTEMBER 12. A NATION NEEDS RELIGIOUS HOMES 


International Uniform Lesson.—Deuteronomy 6:1-9; 11:18-25; printed text, Deuteronomy 6:4, 5; 11:18-25 
Golden Text.—Train up a child in the way he should go: and when he is old, he will not depart from it.—Prov. 22:6 














The portion of the text indicated by the International Lesson Committee 
for printing in the lesson helps is Deut. 6:4, 5; 11 : 18-25 
Kinc JAMES VERSION 

Deut. 6:4 Hear, O Israel: The Lorp our God is one Lorp: 
s And thou shalt love the Lorp thy God with all thine heart, and 
with all thy soul, and with all thy might. 


11:18-Therefore shall ye lay up these my words in your heart 
and in your soul, and bind them for a sign upon your hand, that 
they may be as frontlets between your eyes. 

19 And ye shall teach them your children, speaking of them 
when thou sittest in thine house, and when thou walkest by the 
way, when thou liest down, and when thou risest up. 

20 And thou shalt write them upon the door posts of thine house, 
and upon thy gates: 

21 That your days may be multiplied, and the days of your chil- 
dren, in the land which the Lorp sware unto your fathers to give 
them, as the days of heaven upon the earth. 

22 For if ye shall diligently keep all these commandments which 
I command you, to do them, to love the Lorp your God, to walk in 
all his ways, and to cleave unto him; 

23 Then will the Lorp drive out all these nations from before 
you, and ye shall possess greater nations and mightier than your- 
selves. 

24 Every place whereon the soles of your feet shall tread shall 
be your’s: from the wilderness and Lebanon, from the river, the 
river Euphrates, even unto the uttermost sea shall your coast be. 

25 There shall no man be able to stand before you: for the Lorp 
your God shall lay the fear of you and the dread of you upon all 
the land that ye shall tread upon, as he hath said unto you. 


AMERICAN STANDARD VERSION 


Deut. 6:4 Hear, O Israel: *, Jehovah our God is one Jehovah: 
5 and thou shalt love Jehovah thy God with all thy heart, and with 
all thy soul, and with all thy might. 


11:18 Therefore shall ye lay up these my words in your heart 
and in your soul; and ye shall bind them for a sign upon your 
hand, and they shall be for frontlets between your eyes. 19 And 
ye shall teach them your children, talking of them, when thou sittest 
in thy house, and when thou walkest by the way, and when thou 
liest down, and when thou risest up. 20 And thou shalt write them 
upon the door-posts of thy house, and upon thy gates; 21 that your 
days may be multiplied, and the days of your children, in the land 
which Jehovah sware unto your fathers to give them, as the days of 
the heavens above the earth. 22 For if ye shall diligently keep all 
this commandment which I command you, to do it, to love Jehovah 
your God, to walk in all his ways, and to cleave unto him; 23 then 
will Jehovah drive out all these nations from before you, and ye 
shall dispossess nations greater and mightier than yourselves. 
24 Every place whereon the sole of your foot shall tread shall be 
yours: from the wilderness, and Lebanon, from the river, the river 
Euphrates, even unto the ? hinder sea shall be your border. 25 There 
shall no man be able to stand before you: Jehovah your God shall 
lay the fear of you and the dread of you upon all the land that ye 
shall tread upon, as he hath spoken unto you. 


1Or, Jehovah our God, Jehovah is one. 
God, Jehovah is one. 

* That is, western. 
The American Standard Version, and the International Uniform Sunday 


School Lesson Outlines, are copyrighted by the International 
Council of Religious Education and used by permission. 


Or, Jehovah is our 
Or, Jehovah is our God, Jehovah alone. 








The Lesson as a Whole 


By Robert C. McQuilkin, D.D. 
President Columbia Bible College 


Approach to the Lesson 


FEW years ago Dr. Howard A, 
A Kelly, along with a number of other 

distinguished men, was asked what 
he considered the most beautiful word in 
the English language. Proper names were 
to be excluded. Which would you choose? 
Dr. Kelly not only chose a word, but gave 
reasons to prove that his choice was the 
right choice. The word he chose was 
“Home.” A nation not only needs Chris- 
tian homes. A_ nation must have them. 
Israel endured while her homes in some 
measure carried out God’s plan. Were we 
to look for the element of greatest strength, 
or the element of greatest weakness, in 
any nation, we would look at the home. 
What would such a test reveal about the 
strength or weakness of America today? 
There are twenty-seven million children 
in America not receiving any religious in- 
struction in Sunday schools. Our present 
lesson on the home presents the two most 
precious passages to the Jews in the whole 
Old Testament, two of the four passages 
that are placed in their phylacteries and 
in the frontlets on their foreheads. 


The Historical Setting 


The Book of Deuteronomy consists of 
Moses’ farewell messages to Israel, begin- 
ning with the first day of the eleventh 
month of the fortieth year (1:3). The 
time covered was about one month, to 
which is to be added the thirty days of 
mourning for Moses (34:8). The year was 
about 1451 B. C. The two lesson passages 
are taken from the second of Moses’ ad- 
dresses. 


% % % % 


Verse by Verse 


Deuteronomy 6: 4.—Hear, O Israel. Hear 
and obey. What follows is the great Jew- 
ish confession of faith, called “Shema,” 
from the Hebrew word “to hear,” recited 
as the beginning of the worship in the 
synagogue, and repeated twice a day by 
each Jewish man. The Lord our God is 
one Lord. The Mohammedan creed be- 
gins, “There is one God”; but how differ- 
ent from this revelation of Jehovah, the 
covenant God of Israel, as the true God 
and the only God. The word “one” is the 
word “Echad,” used for composite unity 
(Gen. 2:24; 3:22; Num. 13:23), and 
should have led the Jews to a knowledge 
of the Trinity; another word is used for 
absolute unity (Gen. 22:2, 12, 16). 


Verse 5.—Thou shalt love the Lord thy 
God with all thine heart. This our Lord 
declares to be the first and great command- 
ment, summing up the whole of the law. 
Grace is included here, for it is faith work- 
ing through love. See Special Topics. 
Note how the Jews completely missed the 
meaning of this part of their confession 
also (Matt. 22:37; Mark 12:30; Luke 
10: 26; Gal. 5:6). 


Chapter 11: 18.—Bind them for a sign 
upon your hand, that they may be as front- 
lets between your eyes. The Jews took 
this literally and wrote four passages on 
parchment (Exod. 13: 1-10; Exod. 13: 11- 
16; Deut. 6: 4-9; 11: 13-21), making small 
leather pouches called phylacteries (from 
a Greek word meaning to guard), and bind- 
ing them on the left arm and on the fore- 
head. 


Verse 19.—Ye shall teach them your 
children. That is, teach them all the com- 
mandments of God (v. 13), not only these 
special passages. Note that this implies 


that God’s Word is simple and plain for 
children. When thou sittest in thine house 
. walkest by the way... lies down .. 
risest up. God’s Word belongs to every 
department of practical living, and for all 
of the time, not merely on the Sabbath. 
Verse 20—Thou shalt write them upon 
the door posts. The Hebrew word for 
doorpost is mezuza, and this name is given 
to the little metal case containing a parch- 
ment inscribed with Deuteronomy 6: 4-9, 
and nailed to the doorposts of Jewish 
houses, to be touched at entrance and exit. 


Verse 21.—That your days may be inul- 
tiplied . . . in the land. Through God’s 
longsuffering mercy, and through his rais- 
ing up a faithful remnant, Israel was kept 
in the land for over eight hundred years. 

Verse 24—From the wilderness. ,The 
“Arabah,” the southern boundary. Lebanon. 
The northern limit. Euphrates. The east- 
ern boundary. The uttermost sea. The 
Mediterranean, on the west. Israel is yet 
to possess all this great territory. 


Verse 25.—There shall no man be able 
to stand before you. While they trusted 
in God and evidenced this trust by obeying 
him. 


The Heart of the Lesson 


Watch the child! The battle for the 
possession of the world is a battle for the 
possession of the child. Such a battle is 
going on today, and never before have the 
lines been so clearly drawn between God's 
plan for the child and for the home, and 
Satan’s plan. In Italy and in Germany 
we have been seeing a great struggle be- 
tween state and church for the. possession 
of the child. Russia’s rulers forbid the 
teaching of religion, or the mention of God, 
to any children under eighteen years of 
age. Compare that with God’s program 
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in our two great lesson passages in Deuter- 
onomy. 

This nation, and every nation, needs 
Christian homes, not religious homes, but 
Christian homes, unless “religious” be used 
as a description of the Christian faith as 
the only true religion. Even in that case, 
there are millions of homes in which chil- 
dren are trained in a so-called Christian 
religion, but not trained in the Word of 
God. South America, Spain, and Italy 
are full of religious homes of that kind. 
India is also full of religious homes. To 
train up a child in the right way we must 
train him in the Word of God, which is 
a revelation of Christ as the only Saviour, 
and the One of whom the child should say, 
“To me to live is Christ.” 


Lesson Outlines 
SAFEGUARDING THE CHILD 
1. Winning him to Christ. 
2. Training him in the Word of God. 


3. Guarding him from present-day ene- 
mies. 


4. Leading him into God’s chosen place 
of service. 


Gop’s ProGRAM FOR THE HoME 


1. Bulwarks of the home: the Word of 
God, the love of God, family worship, a 
spiritual church and Sunday school. 


2. Enemies of the home: godless schools, 
unspiritual churches, movies, magazines, 
novels. 


3. Allies of the home: (if they are what 
they should be) the school, church, Sun- 
day school, the nation. 

4. Homes of the nations: homes of Is- 
rael, of non-Christian lands, of Europe, of 
America. 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 


Russia’s Homes. The Rev. N. I. Saloff- 
Astakhoff, the Russian Christian leader 
who came through the revolution and has 
been ministering in America during the 
past few years, recently called attention to 
the astounding change that came in the 
plans of Russia’s rulers in 1935. Hitherto 
their Communistic program had sought to 
wreck true family life in Russia. They 
have encouraged disobedience to parents 
and have inculcated principles contrary to 
all God’s standards for the home. Now 
they are seeking to teach respect for par- 
ents and for older people. They have 
changed the whole principle of education, 
putting back the old system. They are 
seeking to bring back family life, and are 
boasting that they want to make Russia’s 
homes the happiest homes on earth. Mr. 
Astakhoff revealed the cause of the as- 
tounding change in the waking-up of the 
Communistic leaders to the plans of Ger- 
many to conquer Russia. They see that 
their program has brought only weakness, 
and that they must go back to some of 
the old-fashioned ways. 


Child Evangelism. A notable movement 
has started with a definite program, and 
with definite expectation, of winning mul- 
titudes of children in the cities of America 
to Christ. The movement is evidently of 
the Holy Spirit. More than twenty-five 
million children of America offer one of 
the greatest fields for evangelism. Those 
who are interested in praying for this work 
and in establishing it in their own commu- 
nity should write to the Child Evangelism 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform 
Lessons for the year may had from The 
Sunday School Times Company, 325 North 
Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
a copy, or $1 a dozen. 
11. September 12.—A Nation Needs Relig- 
ious Homes. Deuteronomy 6 : 1-9; 11 : 18-25 
12, September 19.—Choices and Their Con- 
sequences in a Nation’s Life. 
Deuteronomy 11 : 8-12, 26-32 
13. September 26.—God in the Making of a 
NGUOR oceicsnesvenress Deuteronomy 8 : 11-20 
Fourth Quarter 
1. October 3.—Christian Sonship. 
1 John, Chapter 3 
2. October 10.—The Christian in God’s 


ROOGEE ociveasies Psalm 121; Book of Jude 
3. October 17.—Christian Speech and Con- 
GOO iv cavicrcsvcvc<evccens James, Chapter 3 


4. October 24.—Christian Renewal. 

John 10: 7-16; Titus 3: 1-11 

5. October 31.—The Moral Issue in the 

Drink Problem (International Temper- 

ance Sunday). Romans 13: 12-14; 1 
Corinthians 6: 9-11; Galatians 5 : 16-24 

6. November 7.—Christian Character and 
PORGE - icovsessecovccescced Colossians 3 : 1-17. 








Fellowship, 203 North Wabash Avenue, 
Chicago, Ill. 

Bible Memorizing. The Children’s Bible 
Mission is doing a remarkable work to 
reach children in the country districts by 
means of Bible memorizing contests in the 
rural schools. Write the Children’s Bible 
Mission, 1821 W. Walnut Street, Lakeland, 
Fla. 


Divorce and the Home. 


Practical and Personal Applications 

Win the children to Christ! Parents 
should expect their children to be regen- 
erated and to know that they are saved. A 
child of five is not too young to have a 
clear-cut experience of accepting Christ 
as Saviour. A child of three is not too 
young to have the story of Jesus and his 
love expressed through his death, explained 
to him. See Special Topics. 

Train a child through the memorizing 
of Scripture. A child should start in its 
earliest years to memorize special portions 
of God’s Word. See Special Topics. 


A home needs family worship. A good 
plan is to have a short period of about ten 
minutes following breakfast, and then a 
more informal and perhaps shorter period 
following the evening meal. It is good to 
have the children take part by reciting 
their verses or reading Scripture, and also 
by having a circle of prayer. 

Watch the family conversation. What 
do we talk about when we sit down, and 
rise up, when we go out, and come in? 


Take a firm stand against modern ene- 
mies of the Christian home. The moving 
picture industry is one of the greatest out- 
ward enemies. Another is the increasing 
menace of secularism in education. The 
public schools in their encouragement of 
dancing and other worldly practices are 
making it hard for Christian homes. The 
world-wide propaganda for birth-control is 
striking at the heart of God’s plan for 
the home, as well as bringing moral devas- 
tation outside the marriage relationship. 

Watch the reading of the children! Some 
believe that even worse than the menace 
of the movies is the menace of the filth 
that is being poured out through the pres- 
ent-day novels and magazines. 


Pray for revival! Only revival will pre- 
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vail to bring in any great measure the 
change needed in America’s homes. Only 
extraordinary power can meet the utterly 
extraordinary movements of Satan today. 


Sentence Summaries of Lesson Truths 


The root of all sin in the home, as in 
the individual life, is failure to put God 
first, to love him with the whole heart. 


False cults like Russellism, Mormonism, 
Spiritism, Christian Science, are untiring 
in their efforts to reach the homes of 
America. Let Christians awaken! 


House-to-house visitation is a method of 
preaching .the Gospel and _ distributing 
Christian literature that will help to save 
America’s homes. 


God said to Israel: “Obey me, and I 
will be your God and bless you.” But he 
did not intend them to seek this obedience 
by works of the law, but through faith 
(Rom. 9:31, 32). 

The heathen know that there is one God, 
and their hearts are filled with fear. When 
God told Israel that he is one God, the 
word immediately followed: love God. 


What the children are today in America, 
America will be in the next generation. 


There is no hard and fast line between 
one generation and another, but there is 
an entirely new godlessness for children to 
meet in this generation. 


Are we allowing newspapers and maga- 
zines, movies, schools, worldly churches, 
to make the standards for our homes, or 
are we giving God’s standards to our chil- 
dren as they go out to face a Christless 
world? 


One of the greatest enemies of the home 
is the minister in a Christian church who 
preaches the Satanic doctrines of Modern- 
ism. 

God set before Israel a blessing and a 
curse; so does he before America, the 
blessing for those who receive Christ, the 
curse for those who reject him. 


CotumBia, S. C. 
4 


Questions for Teacher and Class 


Wit is the Jewish confession of faith, 
and what great mistake did Israel make 
in the interpretation of that confession? 

2. Why do you think that the Jews car- 
ried out literally the command to bind the 
Word on their hands, and to put it on the 
doorposts ? 

3. What do you think the Lord meant by 
the command to make his Word as frontlets 
and to put it on the doorposts? 

4. How faithfully did the Jews carry out 
God's command to teach their children the 
law? 

5. What are some of the neglected truths 
that parents should teach their children today ? 
Can ycu mention a dozen? 

_ 6. What great national plan of education 
is ignoring God’s plan completely? 

7. Is America in danger of doing what 
Russia is doing? 

8. Does the principle of the separation of 
church and state mean that our schools can- 
not follow God’s plan of education? 

9. Name half a dozen enemies of the Amer- 
ican home, specially enemies that have de- 
veloped ominously in recent years. 

10. What is .the secret of a happy and godly 
home? Answer in one word. 


Answers to the Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions are given 
on page 611 of this issue. 


Lesson for September 12 


The Busy Men's Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


Love in Family and Church.—Thou 
shalt love the Lord thy God with all thine 
heart... soul, and ... might (Deut. 6: 
5). If I were a girl and had a sweetheart 
this is exactly the way I would want him 
to l6ve me. Love me with all his heart, 
with all his soul, and with all his might- 
and-main. 

This also goes for the man who has a girl 
to love him. But in these last days there 
is much puppy love, society love, conven- 
ience love, selfish love. The divorce mill 
has an abundance of grist and the Ladies 
of the Alimony are out looking for the 
Sons of Daddy and similar catches. 

It is like this with much of the pro- 
fessed love of God by the members of the 
church. Just as the so-called. love of man 
and woman cracks and goes to pieces upon 
the slightest domestic jar, so does the union 
of folks and their church at the slightest 
religious jolt. 

We all have known those who have split 
and fallen out of God’s church because of 
what the minister or one of the members 
did or didn’t do. The Browns gave a party 
and didn’t invite the Grays, so the Grays 
quit the church the Browns belonged to. 
Yes, right here in Coatesville years ago. 

When folks love God with heart, soul, 
and might, the minister can wear a red 
necktie in the pulpit, preach hell fire and 
brimstone, bang the pulpit, shout the rooster 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


off the weather vane, and have all sorts 
of mannerisms, his devoted people will sit 
tight and sing to themselves, “It’s a long 
lane that has no turning” (Ezek. 6:11; 
Rom, 16:17). 

Dr. James Roberts, under whose min- 
istry I came into the Christian Church 
here in Coatesville, was a Scot of de- 
cision and courage. He was also a tobacco 
chewer. 

Yes, I know what you are thinking and 
saying, but the fact remains that the church 
grew and prospered and today is one of 
the largest and livest of its denomination 
in Eastern Pennsylvania. 

Dr. Roberts was popular and beloved by 
his people. Why? Because his people 
loved the Lord with all their heart, soul, 
and might. 


Lay Up and Pass On.—Lay up these 
my words in your heart and... teach them 
your children (11:18, 19). There is all 
the difference in the world between having 
words laid up in the heart and having 
words laid up in the head (Job 22:22; 
Psa. 119: 16). 

Years ago before the country school be- 
came the “Community College,” with all 
its fads, including a bus ride, athletic 
coaches, band and orchestra, teaching dress- 
making, millinery, etc., etc., the boys and 
girls used to “learn by heart” the fine pieces 
of English literature. 

In these days they “commit to mem- 
ory.” As one of the “Friday afternoon” 
boys of that old-time “learn by heart” cur- 
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riculum, after all these many years I find 
myself able to repeat some of the finest 
passages of the great writers of English. 

If I had only committed them to memory 
they would have been gone with the van- 
ishing memory. I come in intimate con- 
tact with boys and girls from fifteen to 
twenty years old, and I cannot remember 
ever hearing one of them quoting, or even 
referring to, the splendid things in Shake- 
spear, Tennyson, Longfellow, Lowell, or 
any of the other great ones. 

All our present-day school boys and girls 
seem to have along this line, when they 
have anything at all, are some lines from 
a play. Nor is it a Shakespeare play with 
Hamlet’s Soliloquy or Portia’s plea for 
mercy, or Mark Antony’s oration over 
Cesar. ; 

Moses’ motto for the Israelites seems 
to have been a very good one— “Lay up 
and pass on.” As a matter of fact those 
who have God’s words laid up in their 
heart do pass them on to their children. 

In those schools and colleges where a 
testing of the students has shown an abys- 
mal ignorance of the Scripture, almost 
every Bible-ignorant boy and girl was 
found to have come from a home where 
such a thing as the old-time family prayers 
were unknown, and there was no going to 
Sunday school after the “kid” age, and 
no laying up in the heart. 

When these boys and girls are given 
a Bible and asked to turn to Malachi they 
thumb around the Psalms. When called 
upon to find Galatians they go into the 
Minor Prophets. They do not know the 
Book. 


“Sam” and “John.”—There shall no 
man be able to stand before you (v. 25). I 
have always greatly liked the Elisha story 
you will read in 2 Kings, sixth chapter. It 
is really quite funny — even though the Bible 
is not considered a mirth-provoking book. 

The King of Syria is told in verse 12: 
“Elisha . telleth the king of Israel the 
words that thou speakest in thy bedcham- 
ber.” 

Then said the King of Syria, “Go and 
spy where he is, that I may send and fetch 
him.” ve 
Now laugh your head off! Just as though 
Elisha, who divinely knew all of Syria’s 
intentions, even to the King’s bedchamber, 
could be “fetched.” ; 

Now go on and read the rest of this 
delightful story. The invisible horses and 
chariots in the near-by mountain fastnesses 
taking care of God’s servant. And as for 
you, don’t forget Psalm 34:7, and find 
yourself in the same happy care as was 
Elisha. 

While you are reading, take notice in 
verse 22, Elisha’s plan for ending war. “If 
thine enemy hunger, feed him” (Rom. 12: 
20). “So the bands of Syria came no 
more.” 

It is thus that Elisha anticipated what 
is at the very heart of the religion of the 
Lord Jesus Christ. God’s plan for Israel 
was that they should be a blessing to the 
world by doing what God told them 
to do. 

In David we see God’s plan in a fair 
measure put into action and personified in 
a great ruler. It has been correctly said, 
“Every institution is the lengthened shadow 
of a man.” The’ Kingdom of Israel was 
a lengthened shadow of David, and his- 
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tory shows us no man was able to stand 
before him. Not even a rebellious son. 

England in her Victorian age was the 
lengthened shadow of her great and noble 
Queen, and oh, well, your geography will 
show you where the sun never sets on the 
Union Jack. 

The only lad to whom John Bull couldn’t 
say “Sit down!” was a youngster who when 
he grew up became “Uncle Sam” to a large 
family of nephews and nieces. 

Uncle Sam calls his States colloquially 
“God’s Country,” stamps on his coins in 
caps “IN GOD WE TRUST,” and here 
we are arm in arm with John Bull sitting 
by our Great Lakes. 

CoaTESVILLE, Pa. 

ve 


The Illustration Round Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations 

for this department; one dollar is paid for 

each illustration accepted, and two dollars 
for the best one each week. But readers are 
urged not to send anything without first secur- 
ing and reading carefully a leaflet explaining 
the conditions of this department. The full list 
of lessons for the year, with this leaflet, wili be 
sent for ten cents in stamps. Failure to note 
the conditions means that good illustrations 
‘re constantly having to be rejected by the 
editors, which might otherwise be available. 


Illustrations must reach The Sunday School 
Times three full months in advance of the date 
of the lesson. 


Preference by be given to illustrations on 
that pertion of the lesson text indicated in the 
lesson list after the word “Print. 


In view of the large number of illustrations 
submitted on each lesson, s are asked to 
limit to six the total for any one 


Devotional Reading.—Therefore shall 
ye lay up these my words in your heart and 
in your soul, and bind them for a sign upon 
your hand, that they may be as frontlets 
between your eyes (Deut. 11:18). A young 
woman asked to explain devotional reading 
of the Bible, answered, “Yesterday I received 
a letter from one to whom I have given 
my heart and devoted my life. I freely 
confess to you that I have read that letter 
five times, not because I did not understand 
it at the first reading, nor because I ex- 
pected to commend myself to the author 
by frequent reading of his epistle. I read 
it because I am devoted to the one who 
wrote it.” To read the Bible with that 
motive is to read it “devotionally,” and to 
one who reads it in that spirit it is indeed 
a love letter —From Moody Monthly. Sent 
by Mrs. W. J. Garver, Washington, Pa. 
Prise illustration, 


A Child’s Faith—And ye shall teach 
them your children (v. 19). A little child 
had been sent upstairs by her mother to 
get a wrap for the baby sister. As she 
reached the head of the stairs she hesi- 
tated, fearful of the shadows. Her little 
voice was heard to say, “Fear not, for I 
am wiv thee.” After some very hurried 
steps to the cot and back she carefully de- 
scended the stairs. The Lord Jesus is able 
wonderfully to bring home truth concern- 
ing himself to baby minds, and we should 
never grudge time or trouble spent on lit- 
tle ones—Source unknown. Sent by L. G. 
James, Toronto, Ont., Can. 


Too Busy.—And ye shall teach them 
your children (v. 19). It is sad when 
Christian parents are too busy to attend 
to the moral and spiritual instruction of 
their children. “We lost our first child,” 
said a man in the course of a conversation 
with a friend. The other, shocked, cried 
out, “I didn’t know that she was dead!” 
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“Oh, she isn’t dead,” was the quick re- 
sponse, to which was added, sadly, “I was 
too busy.”"—From The King’s Business. 
Sent by M. C. Wells, Mooers Forks, N. Y. 


A Chinese Student’s Tribute.—And 
thou shalt write them upon the door posts 
of thine house, and upon thy gates (v. 20). 
A young Chinese student, a graduate of 
one of America’s finest medical schools, 
was a dinner guest in an American home. 
In fact, he had been invited frequently to 
spend an evening with the family, for his 
interesting conversation and flashing wit 
made him a favorite with all. “Doctor 
Tong,” said his host that day, “you are 
soon to leave us and return to China. You 
have undoubtedly seen many interesting and 
wonderful things in America. Would you, 
then, tell us what is the thing that has im- 
pressed you most?” The young Chinaman 
answered without a second of hesitancy, 
and there was a look of deep seriousness 
on his face as he spoke. With a gesture 
that included the family circle about the 
table, he said, “This is the most wonderful 
thing I have seen in America. In my coun- 
try we have nothing like it.” The young 
man had seen the great American cities, 
the great engineering projects, the famous 
universities, and the inspiring churches, but 
the most wonderful thing, to him, was the 
sight of an American family. Woe unto 
the nation that despoils its homes !—From 
The Christian Witness. Sent by Ruth B. 
McDowell, Mooers, N. Y. 


The Promise Kept.—Train up a child in 
the way he should go (Golden Text). A 
celebrated theological professor of Prince- 
ton was asked by a skeptic: “Doctor, how 
do you explain this? You say, ‘Train up 
a child in the way he should go: and when 
he is old, he will not depart from it.’ Now, 
how do you account for the fact that your 
Bill is such a dissipated fellow?” The 
doctor replied: “The promise is, when he 
is old he will not depart from it. Bill 
is not old yet!” Subsequent years have 
shown the wisdom of the doctor’s faith. Bill 
is old now, and a Christian—From Dr. 
Talmage. Sent by Mrs. M. Watts, Ewell, 
Surrey, Eng. 


Trained to Atheism.—Train up a child 
in the way he should go (Golden Text). 
A little lad of six years eame into the office 
the other day to sell laces. We thought we 
would have a chat with him and cheer 
him up a little, he looked so poorly clad. 
Did he want any such thing? Not he. 
We offered him a Gospel to take home. 
Manly, engaging, with a wealth of possi- 
bility in his vivid little face even at that 
age, he told us with oaths, until we gently 
asked him not to use the words, that he 
had no use for Gospels. Further, that he 
hated the One we called God —his mother 
had told him when he grew up he was to 
fight against Him, and he added the words 
unaware of the terrible blasphemy, “I am 
going to knock his block off when I’m a 
man.” Then he cleverly cut short our ap- 
peal by showing us money he had earned, 
and gloriously walked off with his head 
in the air—a young rebel against author- 
ity, against “religion,” a sample of our com- 
ing citizen. Who is to blame? Again let 
us remember that years ago there were 
1,700 known atheist Sunday schools in Can- 
ada—that today there are millions of 
agents for atheism throughout the world, 
working, to use their own words, “night 


August 28, 1937 


and day.” Are we as busy about our Mas- 
ter’s business?’—From The Sunday School 
Times. Sent by Ruth B. McDowell, 
Mooers, N. Y. 


Their Mother’s Tombstone.—Train up 
a child in the way he should go: and when 
he is old, he will not depart from it (Golden 
Text). This story is told of J. Sterling 
Morton, President Cleveland’s Secretary of 
Agriculture: “When Mrs. Morton died her 
husband had a tombstone erected, and on 
that stone he had this inscription: ‘Caroline 
French, wife of J. Sterling Morton, and 
Mother of Joy, Paul, and Mark Morton.’ 
Then he took his three sons to the ceme- 
tery, and as they stood by the grave of 
their mother, J. Sterling Morton pointed 
out the inscription and read aloud: ‘Mother 
of Joy, Paul, and Mark Morton,’ and then 
he solemnly said, ‘If any of you boys ever 
does anything that would cause your mother 
grief or shame if she were alive, I will 
chisel your name off that stone.’” I am 
glad to say that the newspaper reported 
that the names were still on the’ stone.— 
From Moody Monthly. Sent by Mrs. W. 
J. Garver, Washington, Pa. 


From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard, LL.D. 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
we thank thee for the homes in which thy name 
is honored. We thank thee for those who have 
made our homes centers of teaching thy Word 
and guiding us in the way of life. We thank thee 
for the thousands upon thousands of Christian 
homes scattered throughout the lands where thy 
name is honored. May they be truly Christian, 
not merely in name, but in the giving of the 
Lord Jesus his rightful place in all the doings 
of the home. May we keep our homes free from 
the encroachments of the world, true to thee, 
and centers of blessing to those who come within 
the influence of our hospitality and family life. 
We ask this in the name of the Lord Jesus. 
Amen, 

After the Lesson.—When the homes be- 
gin to lose their touch with God’s Word, 
then the thoughts that prevail in the home 
drop down to low levels. Our lesson today 
has made it plain that there should be cer- 
tain habits in the Christian home that are 
not allowed to fade away. We are to lay 
up God’s Word in our hearts. We are to 
teach it to the children and talk about it at 
home. When we take walks with any of 
the family we are not to forget that that 
is the time when we can speak to one 
another about Him. As the night comes on 
we are to remember His words, and in 
the morning we are to begin the day with 
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the same wonderful provision for our spir- 
itual needs. We are not only to love the 
Lord our God but to walk in all his ways. 
These are some of the beautiful lessons that 
lead us to make our homes places where 
the Christian life is at work in every way, 
and where the very life of the family shows 
forth the presence of the Lord. Is your 
home like that? You can help to make it 
so, even more than you may think. Let 
us pray. 
PHILADELPHIA. 























Lesson for September 12 


Say, Fellows,— 


Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


How the Lesson is Taught This Week 

Beginning: Home. 

Discussion: Let the fellows discuss freely 
their ideas as to what makes a good home. 
You will find some misconceptions — mis- 
judged values — but it will give the teacher 
‘a wonderful opportunity to correct these. 


Objective: A Christ-centered home. 


AY, fellows, some poet or philosopher 

speaks of the three great factors in a 
human life, as “Mother, Home, and Native 
Land.” Another says, “Home is where the 
heart is.” And a poor home-hungry, heart- 
sick exile wrote the song that is perhaps 
more universally known than any other in 
any language: “Home, Sweet Home.” The 
name of John Howard Payne was immor- 
talized by that poem and plaintive melody 


_because it struck the common chord of hu- 


manity’s heart. 

Of course every Christian knows that 
while Mother, Home, and Native Land 
are among the major influences and bless- 
ings in a life, none of them is the greatest 
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factor. The two greatest factors in life 
are Sin and Salvation. They are produced 
by the two greatest personalities — Satan 
and Jesus Christ. But Jesus Christ is the 
greater because he is the conqueror of 
Satan, 

All of these factors have to do with our 
lesson today. Our heavenly Father, in his 
infinite wisdom, knew what the Home 
would mean in human life. Also, in his 
infinite wisdom, he prescribed the infallible 
safeguard for its security and happiness — 
the Word of God. That is the Bible. And 
he did not say, “Keep a Bible on the table 
in your room,” but he said, “Lay up these 
my words in your heart and in your soul.” 
Then he said, “Bind them for a sign upon 
your hand.” It is just the Lord’s very 
impressive way of telling us that we must 
keep his Word (or law) continually before 
us, so that when we put forth our hand 
for action the “sign” will be in plain sight. 
Now and then on the road you will see 
something like this: “Caution! Danger- 
ous Intersection.” Or maybe the sign will 
be one big-lettered word, STOP. A fel- 
low would not be so likely to forge a note 
or a check, if when he took up the pen, a 
bold “Stop!” sign would suddenly appear 
standing up on the knuckles of that writing 
hand. God’s Word laid up in the heart 
serves not only for a “Stop” sign, but also 
a “Go” sign—and the stopping or the go- 
ing, according to that sign, is the very 
wisest thing a fellow can do. 

And all this in the home —at least, be- 
ginning in the home. 

You fellows who have homes where the 
Word of God is “upon the door posts... 
and upon thy gates” may thank God for it. 
That means that your father or mother 
is seeing to it that God’s Word is before 
the family every day, in Bible study or in 
family prayers. The home that honors God 
in that way will go with you all through 
life as a blessed memory and a benediction. 
You will always look back to it as the 
place where you first got acquainted with 
your heavenly Father, and learned to know 
his interest in you and care for you. The 
home like that is built upon a Rock, so 
that when the storms of life beat upon it, 
it will not fall, but will stand secure. See 
Matthew 7: 24-28. 

Homes like this are the strength of the 
nation. Wrecked homes make a nation 
weak against enemies inside and out; they 
are a liability. Homes that stand the panics, 
the storms, the sorrows, the vicissitudes of 
life are an asset to any nation, for out of 
them come the strong men and women who 
are safe leaders. Only the Word of God 
written upon the hearts and lives of the 
homemakers can make that safe, whole- 
some, and happy condition. 

Fellows, make up your minds now that 
your home shall be that kind. In the ordi- 
nary course of events you will have a home 
of your own; you will be the master of it, 
the head of the household. Make sure (and 
you can do this now) that you provide 
the first and most important furnishing — 
the Word of God in your heart and life. 
Next, be concerned that the girl you marry 
is of the same mind. Maybe you are go- 
ing with her now. Does her society lift you 
up, morally and spiritually, or does she 
pull you down? This has a very vital 
meaning for your future home. What you 
both think about this, and what you do 
about it will largely determine whether 
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your home is to be a harbor of peace and 
joy, and a strength to your nation, or 
whether it is to be just another of the 
thousands of homes that go down in the 
sands when the test comes, 

Make a home, fellows, that is an honor 
to God, an asset to your nation, and a 
blessed place to live in. 


McDoweELt, Va. 
4 


This Week's Questions Answered 
(The questions are on page 608) 


1. “The Lord our God is one Lord.” The 
Jews interpreted this to deny the trinity; but 
the word used for “one” indicates a com- 
posite unity, suggesting the truth of Father, 
Son, and Spirit. 

2. They doubtless did this out of reverence 
for God’s Word, possibly as a symbol. It 
was easier to do this than to carry it out in 
the spiritual truth. Some believe that the 
command was intended literally, and that this 
was done in protest against the heathen charms 
that were worn by the Egyptians. 

3. It is evident that he meant that they 
should lay up the Word in their hearts and 
have it as a constant guide. They could easily 
do the outward thing of wearing the phylac- 
teries and neglect the truth. Yet the devout 
Jews doubtless used the outward to remind 
them of the inward’ truth. 

4. Israel’s downfall was due to their neglect 
of God’s Word, and the many apostasies of 
the nation resulted from failure to teach the 
children. The faithful remnant did carry out 
God’s will. 

5. Obedience to parents. Obedience to the 
laws of the land. Reverence for God. Disci- 
pline. Honesty and honorable dealing. As- 
surance of their salvation. Courtesy and po- 
liteness. Promptness and fidelity in meeting all 
obligations. Reverence for age. Kindness to 
the afflicted and helpless. Faithfulness in 
church attendance. Unselfish service. Put- 
ting God first. 

6. Russia’s rulers have forbidden any teach- 
ing about God to those under eighteen. 

7. In subtle ways, education in America is 
being made godless on the plea of the separa- 
tion of church and state, making a false ap- 
plication of that: truth. 

8. God is the God of the state as well as 
the God of the church. It is fatal to teach 
separation of God and the state, and then make 
our schools atheistic. 

9. Movies. Divorce. Modernism. Commu- 
nism. Modern literature. Secularism in educa- 
tion. Worldliness. Lawlessness. 

10. Love. 


vg 


Your Class of Girls 


By Mrs. Evelyn M. McClusky ° 
Director of The Miracle Book Club 


ET us begin our lesson with Deuter- 
onomy 5:29 and see the throb in the 
heart of God: 

“O that there were such an heart in 
them, that they would fear me, and keep 
all my commandments always, that it might 
be well with them, and with their children 
for ever!” 

And then when we turn to Deuteronomy 
6:4, 5 we see the sum of all command- 
ments, because we have been created to 
love the Lord our God with all of our 
being: body, soul, and spirit. If we give 
God less, we are restless. 

Our happiness is in proportion to our 
adoration of Christ. : 

Why do we need to love Christ so much? 
Because God is love and he loves us so 
much that love needs to be mutual. Look 
at Deuteronomy 7:7, 8: “The Lord did 
not set his love upon you, nor choose you, 
because ye were more in number than any 
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people; for ye were the fewest of all peo- 
ple: but because the Lord loved you.” 

Does this remind you of 1 John 4: 19? 
“We love him, because he first loved us.” 

God gives us strict command regarding 
idols because any compromise with the flesh 
will cause our spirit to love God less. Did 
you read Deuteronomy 7? Then look at the 
picture of victory. God did not wipe out 
all enemies at once, yet many a girl ex- 
pects God to change her habits completely 
overnight! We need to fight against our 
human weaknesses by constantly choosing 
to have God’s way and God’s love in our 
heart. 

And see Deuteronomy 8:5, 11-20. Then 
we will turn to Deuteronomy 11. Let’s be- 
gin with verse 16 and read through verse 
28. 


A girl cannot hope to have her children 
kind, obedient, and loving, if their mother 
is not loving God and obedient to him. And 
she cannot hope to be obedient if she does 
not know the Word of God, nor can she 
teach it to her children. Now is the time 
to get ready to make our children lovely. 
They will be like us. 

Look at verse 20. Have you ever 
seen names and other things written on 
walls and desk? If you will have your 
heart engraved with the Word of God, 
then you can imprint it upon the fleshly 
tablets of the hearts of your children. 

2 Peter 2:9; 1 Peter 2:11; 2 Corinth- 
jams 2:2, 3; 2:14; 8. John 3:18, 22; 1 
John 4. 

Santa Ana, CALIF. 


we 
For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


Material: A set of building blocks which 
the teacher will use to build a home. A cut- 
out of a house for each child, for the Mem- 
ory Verse. 











ODAY we're going to build a house. 

Of course, the first thing we must do 
is to lay the foundation good and strong 
and safe. This is. going to be a home as 
well as a house, and there is only one 
foundation for a home. Paul tells us in 1 
Corinthians 3:11 what it is: “For other 
foundation can no man lay than that is 
laid, which is Jesus Christ.” 

No home is ever built safe and strong 
unless it is built on the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Now we're going to put up our frame, 
strong blocks that will hold up the house. 
And that makes me think of Mother and 
Father in the home. They are the ones 
who make the home, who hold it up. 

What comes next? Well, our house must 
have a roof, so we'll build that. I have 
a promise that makes an everlasting roof 
to my home— Philippians 4:19: “But 
my God shall supply all your need accord- 
ing to his riches in glory by Christ Jesus.” 

We have our house put up, and there 
are lots of things we could put in it, like 
tables and chairs, and beds, and _ stoves. 
But I'd rather talk about the things in the 
’ Christian home. First, the foundation which 
is Jesus Christ, then the Christian father 
and mother. In this home, there will al- 
ways be a “Thank you” said to God before 
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meals. Some time during the day the fam- 
ily will read God’s Word and pray, will 
have what we call a “family altar.” This 
family will go to church and Sunday school. 
The father and mother will teach the chil- 
dren God’s Word, and will teach them to 
pray. And then when we meet these chil- 
dren, we will know they come from a 
Christian home. 

But some homes are not like this — they 
don’t have Christ as their foundation, the 
mother and father don’t pray, or read the 
Bible, or go to church. But God loves 
them, and the little children from these 
homes can come to Sunday school, and hear 
the Gospel, and believe on the Lord Jesus 
Christ. 

And people can tell by the life of even a 
little child, that they know the Lord Christ. 

What are they saying about you? 

Mopesto, CAtirF. 


The Have -Nothings and 
The Are-Nots 


(Continued from the second page) 


create his own material, “lest Israel vaunt 
themselves against me, saying, Mine own 
hand hath saved me.” May Christ be our 
great “I AM” and may we be the “I-am- 
nots.” One of God’s rare saints in the 
Middle Ages, Henri Suso, has written 
words of deep import: 


“T Am Nor” 
(John 1: 21) 


“T am not’; O words unwelcome 
To the lips of men — 

“T am not”; O words that lead us 
Back to God again ! 


Speech of Heaven, from wise men hidden, 
Unto children taught; 

Few the words of that great lesson, 
Only “I am not.” 


Heart of man, another language 
Is thy native speech, 

Spoken by a thousand races, 
All alike in each. 


“T am, —” rich, or wise, or holy — 
“Thus, and thus am [”; 

For “I am,” men live and labor, 
For “I am,” they die. 


For “I am,” men dare and suffer, 
Count “fl loss as gain, 

Toil and weariness and bondage, 
Sin and grief and pain. 


In the blessed Gospel read we 
How a rich man bade 

Christ the Lord and his disciples 
To a feast he made. 


Well it was to feed the prophet; 
Thus the rich man thought, 
But amidst his wealth and bounty 

Lacked he “I am not.” 


Then there came a sinful woman, 
Eyes with weeping dim — 

“IT am not,” her heart was saying — 
~She had looked on Him. 


All the while in dust before Him 
Did her heart adore, 

“IT am not,” that song of gladness — 
“Thou art, ever more.’ 


For His heart to hers had spoken, 
To His wandering lamb; 

In the speech of Love Eternal, 
He had said “I AM.” 


Now she thirsts no more for ever, 
All she would is given; 

None on earth hath she beside Him, 
None beside in Heaven. 


Oh, how fair that heavenly portion, 
That eternal lot; 

Christ, and Christ alone, for ever — 
Ever “I am not.” 


August 28, 1937 
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The Guardian Angel 


A true story 
By Carolina E. Leinbach 


T WAS late March of the year 1783, 

and the farmers in the Moravian settle- 
ment of Wachovia, in North Carolina, were 
preparing their land for cultivation. About 
twenty-five-years earlier the first settlers 
had arrived in the wilderness from Penn- 
sylvania, and now the colony had grown 
to three villages and numerous farms scat- 
tered over the countryside. Among these 
farmers was George Holder, living between 
the towns of Bethabara and Bethania, 
which were three miles apart. 

On this March day, one of George 
Holder’s sons suddenly ran to his father 
crying, “There is a brush fire spreading 
through the woods, near our fence”; and 
immediately father and children ran to beat 
out the fire. When finally it was extin- 
guished and they gathered again in the 
house, Elisabeth was missing. Where could 
she be? When last seen, she was sitting 
behind a stump, resting from her efforts of 
helping to fight the fire. She was only 
ten years of age, and little pioneer maiden 
though she was her strength was not equal 
to the hard work. 

As she sat there, she looked at the forest 
around her, whose trees were showing the 
first tender green of spring. The birds were 
flitting from branch to branch, woodpeck- 
ers, blue jays, robins, and an occasional 
mocking bird whose throat was bursting 
with lovely melody. On the ground around 
her the wood violets made a blue carpet, 
their two upper petals dark and soft as 
velvet. The clear note of a red bird 
perched on a limb near her charmed her, 
and, as he flew with a flash of brilliant 
wings to a distant tree, she ran after him. 
Losing sight of the bird, she would have 
started home, but she did not know in 
which direction to go. The forest around 
her was unfamiliar, everywhere she turned. 

In her first fright she remembered that 
there was One above whose watchful eye 
was over all his children, and she prayed 
that her Saviour would guide and protect 
her, alone in the forest. Searching for 
home, she made her way between the trees, 
when she heard what sounded like the call 
of another child. It might be her brother, 
and an answering cry arose in her throat, 
but before she could utter a sound a light 
touch on her lips prevented her. Was it 
a falling leaf? It seemed so, to her. 

Coming to a road, she followed it, but 
there was no friendly neighbor passing, 
who would take her safely home. 

Perhaps the forest on the other side of 
the road was her father’s, and into it she 
went. But nothing looked familiar, and 
she walked blindly on, frightened, and yet 
fearing to stop. Again she heard the same 
cry, and again she would have answered 
it, but was prevented by the mysterious 
touch on her lips. For several hours she 
wandered, yet with her fears strangely 
soothed. Tired, hungry, and thirsty, she 
came to a cedar tree, and a tap of its limb 
upon’‘her shoulder seemed to say, “Lie down 
and rest.” Obeying the impulse, she pushed 
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Lesson for September 12 - 


aside its low spreading branches, and, lying 
down under their protection, was soon 
asleep. 

Meanwhile, George Holder had sent his 
sons to alarm the neighbors, and all the 
men of the vicinity were organized into 
searching parties, some on foot, others on 
horseback. A messenger was dispatched to 
Bethania for help, and the men there, leav- 
ing their work, joined the search. Every 
one was thoroughly alarmed, for there 
might be hostile Indians lurking in the 
woods, and there were still occasional wild 
animals roaming through the forest. The 
searchers looked carefully over all the ter- 
ritory which had been assigned to them, 
but with no success. Heavy-hearted they 
returned to the Holder farm, where they 
~were overjoyed to find Elisabeth safe at 
home. About seven o’clock in the evening 
her parents had found her, more than four 
miles from home, peacefully sleeping under 


- the cedar tree. 


When she had told the story of her wan- 
derings, and the strange cry she had heard, 
her father said, “That was not the call of 
a child which you heard, but a panther, 
whose cry sounds like a child. The dear 
Saviour sent a guardian angel to seal your 
lips, so that the panther should not hear 
and find you. Then you were led to a safe 
hiding place, until we could come and res- 
cue you.” And with earnest prayers of 
thanksgiving they took her home, where 
all the neighbors joined them in fervent 
praise to God for his gracious protection. 

“For he shall give his angels charge over 
thee, to keep thee in all thy ways.” 


WInsTon-SA.LEM, N. C. 





The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 


By John W. Lane, Jr. 











September 19. Teachings of Jesus for Today's 
World. Matt. 5: 1-12, 38-48; Mark 13 : 30-34. 


Sunday, September 12 


How Jesus Reveals God 
(John 1 : 14-18) 





Mon.—Jesus reveals God by interpreting 
nature (Matt. 6 : 25-34). 

Tues.—God revealed in Jesus’ healing min- 
istry (Luke 4: 16-21). 

Wed.—Jesus revealed God as Spirit (John 
4 : 19-25). 

Thurs.—Jesus revealed .~God’s_ attitude 
toward men (Luke 15: 1-10). 
Fri.—Jesus revealed God as Master Work- 

man (John 5:17). 
Sat.—Jesus revealed God in the Old Tes- 
tament (Matt. 22 : 23-33). 











e IS told that one day John Ruskin 
was entertaining a group of friends in 
his home. He was chatting with them in 
his library, pointing out some of the pic- 
tures on the walls of his study. He had 
been describing the well-nigh hidden splen- 
dor and wonder of some of Turner’s great 
paintings, whose works he adored. In the 
midst of this description he was called out 
of the room for a moment, and when he 
left, his aged father turned to the guests 
and said, “I think John sees more in Turner 
than Turner meant to portray.” Then one 
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of his guests replied, “Not at all, we never 
understood Turner until John Ruskin was 
born.” 

Somehow that is true of the Lord Jesus. 
He brought God into the realm of our daily 
work and life. We never understood God 
until the Lord Jesus came. 


pd 

And just how did Christ reveal God 
to mankind? The Bible tells us of many 
ways in which he did this, but we shall 
have time to consider only a few. 

The Lord Jesus reveals God in his love 
for mankind. “God so loved the world, 
that he gave his only begotten. Son” (John 
3:16); “God commendeth his love toward 
us, in that, while we were yet sinners, 
Christ died for us” (Rom. 5:8). The 
Lord Jesus himself said, ‘And I have de- 
clared unto them thy name, and will de- 
clare it: that the love wherewith thou hast 
loved me may be in them, and I in them” 
(John 17:26). In 1 John 3:16 we ‘read, 
“Hereby perceive we the love of God, be- 
cause he [Christ] laid down his life for us,” 
and we read concerning him in Galatians 
2:20, “Who loved me, and gave himself 
for me.” 

ve 

The Lord Jesus revealed God in his 
compassion for men. We read concern- 
ing God, that “like as a father pitieth his 
children, so the Lord pitieth them that 
fear him” (Psa. 103:13). Again and 
again in the New Testament we read that 
when the Lord Jesus saw the multitude 
he had compassion on them. His great 
heart of love went out toward them, be- 
cause they were “as sheep without a shep- 
herd,” because they were sick, hungry, and 
needy. 

ge 

The Lord Jesus revealed God in his 
teachings. We read concerning him that 
he taught as “one having authority, and 
not as the scribes” (Matt. 7:29). In his 
parables, he sought to bring men into the 
realization that God was not a far-distant, 
disinterested being, but that he was a lov- 
ing Father, a merciful master, and an im- 
partial and righteous judge, and a good 
king. 

98 

The Lord Jesus revealed God in his 
holiness. To his accusers he said, “Which 
of you convinceth me of sin?” (John 8: 
46); and in Hebrews 7:26 we read that 
he is “holy, harmless, undefiled, separate 
from sinners, and made higher than the 
heavens.” 

ve 

The Lord Jesus revealed God in: his 
miracle-working power. In Colossians we 
learn that by him “were all things cre- 
ated, that are in heaven, and that are in 
earth, visible and invisible, whether they 
be thrones or dominions, or principalities, 
or powers: all things were created by him, 
and for him” (Col. 1: 16). 

During his earthly ministry, he demon- 
strated his power over the winds and the 
waves. He spoke to the demons, and they 
obeyed him with fear and trembling. He 
showed absolute control over the processes 
of nature in the multiplication of the bread 
and the fishes in the feeding of the five 
thousand, and in the making of the wine at 
the marriage of Cana. He demonstrated 
power over sickness and disease, and even 
over death itself when he raised others 
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from the dead, and himself rose on the third 
day after his crucifixion. 


4 

The Lord Jesus revealed God in his for- 
giveness of sins. He dared to use the pre- 
rogative that the Jews clearly understood to 
belong only to God, when he said to the man 
sick of the palsy, and to others, “Thy sins 
be forgiven thee” (Mark 2: 5-10; Luke 5: 
20, 21; 7: 47-49). 


4 
The Lord Jesus revealed God in his 
timelessness. To those who questioned 
him concerning his origin he said, “Be- 
fore Abraham was, I am” (John 8: 56- 
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vestment necessary We furnish stock 

Gift Wrappings. Also Mame-/mprinted Per- 

sonal Christmas Cards, 50, for $x retail. You 

470 Adams Street RA, N. Y. 

YOU, roo, may Be— 
Special helps for S. S. Workers and Pastors. 

FRED JOHN MELDAU, Editor 


We offer a pleasant, dignified way to raise 
Our plan is easy. Just take orders among mem- 
sender’s actual ys ogy in Raised 
ot Box Assortments with instructions. 
make up to 100% profit. +a} ao details and 
ul . . M4 
Thrilled and Filled 
Try a copy at 10 cents, and you won't want to be 
2909 Umatilla Street DENVER, COLO. 
















money—for your organization or for Personal 
ers for beautiful $x boxes of 21 
d bier, J 

©, Gold Letters so special Reli- 
Complete line Christmas Card Assortments and 

sample offer PRIENDSHIP'S UDIOS 

EL Mt 
BY READING THE 

without it. 25 cents for 3 months ; $1.00 a year. 











When answering advertisements, please 
mention The Sunday School Times. 

For exceptional convenience, — 
courteous service.. and 600 
reasonable rates, choose SS 
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HOTEL PENNSYLVANIA 
DANIEL CRAWFORD, Jr., Manager 
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58); and he laid claim publicly to the 
glory that he had had with the Father 
from before the foundation of the world 
(John 17:5, 24). 


But perhaps our greatest understanding 
of the way in which Christ reveals God 
will come in the innermost recesses of 
our hearts, as we permit him to take up 
his abode there by yielding our hearts to 
him. He will make real to us God’s pres- 
ence so that we may truly know the Un- 
knowable, and’ see the Unseeable. 

Do you know God in this personal way, 
better than you know any other? The 
Lord Jesus longs to reveal the Father to 
you. Will you let him? 

PHILADELPHIA. 





Girls’ Problems of Today 


Discussed by Mother Ruth 








Questions for answer, and other communi- 
cations, may be addressed to Mother Ruth, 
The Sunday School Times, 325 North 
Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia. No names 
or addresses or identity will be published 
in The Sunday School Times; and if ques- 
tions are too personal for an answer in 
these columns, Mother Ruth will be glad 
to reply individually if possible, if return 
postage is enclosed. 


Dear Mother Ruth: I am a teacher of High 
School English and am matron of a girls’ dormi- 
tery in a mission school in the mountains. I 
would like some suggestions for helping these 
girls to grow into beautiful Christian characters. 
Can you suggest some books for me tc read, 
and some that I might suggest for them to 
read? Then, too, I had thought of having a 
girls’ club. (I have twenty girls from fifteen to 
twenty years of age in my dormitory.) I would 
like some suggestions as to how to proceed with 
this. I would want it to be a very informal 
thing — just to meet and sit around —a group 
— perhaps on the floor—any way just so [ 
could get close to them and help them in their 
personal problems. I think personal cleanliness 
and charm, and relations with boys would be 
some of the things I should like to discuss 
with them, but I don’t know just how to bring 
these things about. Perhaps you could suggest 
seme book that we could take up as a study 
—say read a chapter each night we meet and 
then have a round-table discussion afterward. 
Any suggestions that you may be able to give 
I shall greatly appreci:te. 


Y DEAR FRIEND: I am so glad 

you are interested in the girls under 
your care. I have enjoyed your letter, for 
I know that you are going to be helpful to 
them, and I know that under your influence 
they will be led Godward. This is your 
time for sowing seed, and you will never 
know, until the time comes for reaping 
your reward, just what you have done for 
your Master. 

Yes, to form a girls’ club would be very 
interesting, and it will give you the right 
atmosphere’ for the results you wish to 
accomplish. The less red tape you have, 
the easier it will be for all to be natural 
and at home in the ‘meetings you hold. I 
know oi groups that meet and do just what 
you have suggested — read a book and dis- 
cuss it. If you select a book that can be 
taken chapter by chapter, it will make for 
continued interest and give the girls food 
for thought between meetings. The books 
of Zenobia Bird are especially well adapted 
for this kind of reading, and will hold 
their interest. Among her books there are 
two especially attractive to girls — “Under 
Whose Wings,” and “Sally Jo.” These 
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are $1.50 each, and are published by Flem- 
ing H. Revell Company. Then there is 
“Beautiful Girlhood,” by Mabel Hale for 
$1, and “Sword and Torch,” by Evelyn 
M. McClusky for 75 cents. For your own 
reading and for topics to discuss with the 
girls, look at “Girls’ Problems of Today,” 
by Mother Ruth, at $1.50. All of these 
books may be ordered through the Times 
Book Service, 1721 Spring Garden Street, 
Philadelphia. 

The suggested books will bring out the 
very thoughts that you want to discuss 
with your girls. Of course you will begin 
informally, and with prayer, and end with 
prayer, asking if any girl has a problem 
she would like you to mention to the Father, 
and in so doing you may get some idea of 
the burdens which are hidden within. Your 
secret prayers will be your power behind 
the evening. 

Try to have your discussions very in- 
formal and free, even though the girls may 
say some things that will shock you, try 
to take them naturally, and then lead them 
to proper thinking. It is most important 
that you win and keep the confidence of 
the girls, for if they find their thinking is 
very objectionable to you, a fear will be 
created which will hinder your going to the 
bottom of things with them. Take the girl 
as you find her, and accept all she will 
give you of her inner thinking, even though 
it may be crude and coarse. Then you can 
lead her gently, prayerfully, to the sincere, 
the pure, and all that leads to righteous- 
ness. 

You have a wonderful opportunity, and 
by talking much with the Lord about these 
different natures, he will help you to dis- 
cern the hidden gifts which each has from 
him. As you help them and they can re- 
pose trust in you, you will win love whose 
value cannot be estimated. I know you 
will be patient, and your heart will glow 
with tenderness as you lead these sheep 
into his fold. 





With the New Books 


The Voice. By Paul Hutchens. (Wm. 
B. Eerdmans Publishing Co., Grand Rapids, 
Mich., $1.) The suffering father and dear, 
growing-old mother were praying at home 
while Donald Kayne at college made his 
life decision. Could he marry the gor- 
geous, pleasure-mad Alene now? Could 
he accept that splendid position from her 
worldly father and thus sweep away the 
cloud of threatening mortgage foreclosure 
on his old home? Could he continue as a 
student in his church college, when two of 
its faculty taught that Christ’s miracles 
were but truth-laden legends? Ah, but Don 
had seen the Lord and heard his voice! 
And having chosen that voice as his men- 
tor forever, what else was there to do but 
let it answer these and all other life ques- 
tions? So Don lifts his heart in a glad, 
free “Yes,” and thenceforth, day by day, 
is led into unbelievable victory and fruit- 
fulness. To the housewife suffering from 
“fretting leprosy,” the churchman support- 
ing a Modernist college, to the young per- 
son tagged with the degree, P.L. (Pleasure- 
Lover), or to anyone else whose eyes have 
not yet seen the King in his beauty, this 
book comes with a particular message. 




















Lesson for September 12 


And as a gift to that high school or col- 
lege student, —it may be used to change 
a whole life and to beget in a young heart 
a love for the Lord Jesus that is death- 
less in its reality. 


Teacher’s Introductory Bible Studies. 
By J. Irvin Overholtzer. (Child Evangel- 
ism Fellowship Supply House, 1649 Yose- 
mite Drive, Los Angeles, Calif., 25 cents.) 
There are 27,000,000 boys and girls in the 
United States who go to no church or 
Sunday school. These are so responsive, 
writes Mr. Overholtzer, that out of 5,202 
dealt with in the Chicago streets, all but 
77 accepted the Lord Jesus as their per- 
sonal Saviour. In the face of a harvest so 
ripe and so vast, what are we, professed 
Christian workers, going to do? How 
shall we approach these children in their 
homes, schools, anywhere we meet them? 
Mr. Overholtzer, General Director of the 
Child Evangelism Fellowship, answers 
these questions in a manner that will burn 
its way into every reader’s soul. What the 
Bible is and how to use it, and how to lead 
children through the door of grace into a 
life and walk of full salvation, — these are 
the subjects of his first chapters. Others 
take up further details of this work,— the 
teacher’s prayer life and methods of teach- 
ing, Christian conduct, God’s providential 
care, and prophecy to believing children. 
The many illustrations are exceedingly 
helpful, while every paragraph is written 
in as brief and concise a manner as pos- 
sible. This is just the thing for conse- 
crated and busy Christians. 
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Subscription Rates 

The Sunday School Times is published 
weekly at the following rates, payable in 
advance, for either old or new subscribers, 
in the United States and Possessions. 
These rates include postage. 

$2.25—One copy, or any number of 
copies less than five, $2.25 each, per year. 
One copy, five years, $8.75. 

$1.75—Five or more copies, either to 
separate addresses or in a package to one 
address, $1.75 each, per year. 

CANADA AND FOREIGN COUNTRIES 

For each Canadian subscription add 25 cents 


to these rates for postage. For each foreign 
subscription add 5@ cents for postage. 


INTRODUCTORY SUBSCRIPTIONS 
Strictly introductory, or Get-Acquainted 
subscriptions, 25 cents for one period of 

ten weeks, either singly or in clubs. 


Christian Youth 


Christian Youth is published weekly 
at the following rates, payable in ad- 
vance, in the United States and Pos- 
sessions. These rates include postage. 

75 cents—One or more copies to in- 
dividual addresses, 75 cents each, per 
year. 

52 cents—Five or more copies, in a 
package to only one address, 52 cents 
each, per year. 
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For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth 
Director of 
The Great Commission Prayer League 





Following the Home Daily Bible Readings 

on the International Uniform Sunday School 

Lessons, issued by the International Sunday 
School Lesson Committee. 


September 6 to 12 
Mon.—Deuteronomy 6 : 1-9. 
Teaching the Bible in the Home. 
PRAYER SuGGEsTIONS: “Teach... chil- 
dren.” Parental responsibility for the 
Christian education of children is sadly 
lapsing everywhere. If it is God’s will in 
these perilous times that his ministers shall 
“do the work of an evangelist,” how much 
more should parents now do their work 
of teaching children the Bible. Early sow- 
ings in childish hearts cannot be eradicated 
in after life. Parents, live for God and 
you will teach your children effectually the 
ways of God. Pray for Deaconess House, 
Mechtal, Uber Beuthen, Upper Silesia, 
Germany. 


Tues.—Deuteronomy 1 : 18-25. 
Obeying the Laws of God. 
PraYErR SuccesTions: “Walk in all his 
ways.” Obedience is “better than sacrifice.” 
The true way to honor God is to love him 
in sincerity and in truth. Hearty, unre- 
served, undeviating, constant obedience is a 
characteristic of them that fear the Lord. 
“This is love, that we walk after his com- 
mandments” (2 John 6). Pray for Cana- 
dian Keswick, Ferndale, Muskoka, Can. 


Wed.—Proverbs 15 : 1-9. Gentleness in the Home. 

Prayer Succestions: “A soft answer 
turneth away wrath.” Love is kind, and 
not easily provoked; but wrath “stirreth up 
strife.” When we were foolish we lived in 
malice and envy, and were hateful, hating 
one another (Titus 3:3). Now that Christ 
reigns within, these evils are to be put 
away because they are “earthly, sensual, 
devilish” (Jas. 3:15). Pray for Winona 
Lake Conference, Winona, Ind. 
Thurs.—Proverbs 17 : 1-8. 

Contentment in the Home. 

PRAYER SucGcestions: “A dry morsel, 
and quietness.” “Godliness with content- 
ment is great gain.” How often the home 
becomes a storm center of angry discontent. 
Limitations and deprivations irritate no less 
than restless pride. Home loses charm 
when peace is broken. “Be content with 
such things as ye have” (Heb. 13:5). 
Pray for the Berkshire Bible Fellowship, 
Monterey, Mass. 


Fri—Ephesians 6: 1-9. Spiritual Co-operation. 
Prayer SUGGESTIONS: “With good will 
doing service, as to the Lord.” Teamwork 
at its best is found in the Christian home, 
and in the Church of God. When members 
walk in the light and co-operate it is like 
the functioning members of a healthy body: 
burdens are. lifted; self-pleasing is forgot- 
ten; and love-filled labor makes for the 
happiness of each and all. “Christ pleased 
not himself” (Rom. 15:3). Pray for the 
Regions Beyond Missionary Union, Room 
1904, 203 N. Wabash Avenue, Chicago. 
Sat.—Luke 2 : 41-51. The Church Family. n 
Prayer Succestions: “They found him 
in the temple.” Zeal for his Father’s house 
enflamed all the desires in Christ. They 
found him in the temple. When “zeal” fills 
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the heart, love for the house of God will 
be exemplary. Arce you “zealous of good 
works”? Pray for the Biblical Research 
Society, 4417 Bernice Avenue, Los An- 
geles, Calif. 
Sun.—2 Timothy 1: 3-6. Godly Influence. 
Prayer Succestions: “First in thy 
grandmother . . . and thy mother.” Godly 
parents give the Gospel its best recom- 
mendation. The persuasion that most moves 
our heart is that maternal urge that charms 
us into ways of obedience. Timothy’s 
mother and maternal grandmother have 
been given a special place in God’s Book. 
Their example should inspire every mater- 
nal soul. Pray for Lakher Pioneer Mission, 
23 Putney Common, London, S. W. 15. 





—— 
SEND and SELL Greeting Cards with TRUE 


CHRIST#iAN 


A Deluxe Assortment of 18 Folders for Birthday, Sick, 
pi een etc., with Scripture texts and verses fer 
Christian people. Sent postpaid for 65c. Two or more 
Boxes 50c each. They sell readily for $1.00 each. 
As a Sample offer—we will send above described Box 
and a $1.00 Box of 24 Scripture ‘l'ext Christmas Folders, 


for $1.00. SHEPHERD'S TOWN CARD CO., Shepherdstown, P 


‘a. 
AKE EXTRA MONFY 
START NOW 
Sell Personalized Christmas Cards , 4 

Priced low as $3.90 for 100, with customer’s name in- 
scribed. o experience needed. Biggest profits. Steno. 
earned $ spare time. Housewife $250 in few weeks. 
Student $480 evenings ; clerk $75 in one week. Your o 

rtunity just as good. Earn additional profits with 7 Big 
Value Assortments, 60c up. Free Sample Offer. Write 
today for details. JOHN A. HERTEL COMPANY, 
305 West Adams St., Dept. 916, Chicago, Ill. 








EXTRA MONEY| 
IN SPARE TIME 


SELL PERSONAL CHRISTMAS 
CARDS and STATIO 





WALLACE BROWN, INC., Dept. CH-2 












225 Fifth Avenue New York, N.Y. 
MY PLAN 


= PAYS YOU EXTRA MONEY 


' without investment or experience, payin _ 
big money, for showing my “‘Exciusive Selec- 
tions” $1 box 21 Christmas folders. Not 
sold in stores. Different! Superior Fea- 

WPA CULL tures! Double Designs! Sells like magic. 
You make a box. Seven other Christ- 

mas Bargains. Engraved Holiday Sta- 









tionery, soc. Marvelous $1 Gift Wrappings 22 ‘Tissues. 
Sure, quick, easy money. Write for FREE SAMPLES. 
CHAS. C. SCHWER, Dept. 219, Westficld, Mass. 








PROFITS! 22.251 


Biggest Cash 


BONUS! = =.c? | 
SAMPLES! 2 %t..| 
IMPRINTS <2 


Now For FREE Samples! | 


| 
| 
1 


PRINCE GEORGE HOTEL 
28TH ST. & STH AVE., NEW YORK 


ALBURN M. GUTTERSON, Mar. 
SINGLE FROM $2.00— DOUBLE FROM $3.00 
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heattand soul 
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IT STIMULATES ATTENDANCE * IT INCREASES OFFERING 







"7-2 plan has never been surpassed for maintaining full class atten- 
dance, for increasing the offering, and for bringing in new members. 
Superintendents and teachers everywhere declare that it is unequa!led 
for stimulating enthusiasm among Beginner, Primary, and Junior classes. 


HOW IT WORKS 


One design is selected for use by the entire 
class. Every member is provided with one 
card, and for every Sunday he is present and 
on time he is given a small gummed seal—a 
rabbit, lily, pony, chicken — or whatever seal 
is intended for the card used. The children 
stick the seals on their cards, often in the 
most amusing position! And how they en- 
joy it! Each card may be used for as many 
as thirteen Sundays. 


SOME HELPFUL SUGGESTIONS 


The cards, with a new seal, should be given 
out as the children enter the classroom and 
should be taken up before the class session 
begins. The regular class work is not dis- 
turbed. New pupils are given a card with 
enough seals to bring it up with the rest of 
the class. For rainy Sundays, or special 
occasions like Easter, or Rally Day, or Pro- 
motion Day, many teachers give two seals. 
A card should not be used after class in- 
terest lags. Select a new design and en- 
thusiasm rises again ! 


HOW TO PLACE YOUR ORDER 


There are sixteen different designs, all in- 
teresting and attractive to both boys and 
gitls. Choose the design you think is best 
for your class. Order one card for each 
class member and a few extra cards for new 
pupils. Order as many seals as you have 
cards, multiplied by the number of Sundays 


you plan to use the design selected. The 
seais are sold in packages containing 100 
seals. Packages cannot be broken. 


IT MORE THAN PAYS ITS WAY 


Many schools provide for the cards in their 
regular budget, because the plan easily pays 
for itself. A steadily increasing attendance 
means increasing collections. The offering 
of only one new pupil, at 5 cents a Sunday 
for 13 Sundays, will pay the whole cost for 
a class of 14 pupils ! 


16 NEW DESIGNS 


NO. CARD NO. SEAL 
7: Airplanes x Airplanes 
72 Baby Chickens 72 Baby Chickens 
73 Bunny Rabbits 73 Bunny Rabbits 
74 Butterflies 74 Butterflies 
75 Christ Blessing the *75-B ys 

Little Children 475-G Girls 


76 Christmas Tree Candles 

7 Collie Do 7% Puppies 

78 Easter Morning t78 Easter Lilies 

32 The First Easter 179 Easter Lilies 
‘The Good Shepherd t8o Sheep 

8: Kittens 8: Kittens 

82 Little Bo-Peep t82 Sheep 


83 Noah’s Ark 183 Animals (assorted) 


84 fang Ponies 84 Souiccal 
Squirre uirre 
86 Turkey 88 Turkeys 


*For No. 75 (Christ Blessing the Little Children) 
Boy seals and Girl seals are packed separately, 100 
to the package. Specify which is wanted. 

tSeals No. 78 and No 79 are the same. Seals No. 
80 and No. 82 are the same. 

tSeals for No, es Ark) are different. There 
are 13 seals each representing one pair of animals, 
packed 8 of each seal to the package. 































16 NEW DESIGNS — These well-known cards are now reproduced in beautiful multi-color 
offset from new paintings by famous artists. Cards size, 8 x 1034 inches. 





CARDS: 2% cents 
each; 30 cents per 
dozen. 


SEALS: 15 cents per 
package of 100. 


State Name and Number 
of Designs when 
ordering. 


82 Little Bo-Peep 81 Kittens 72 





Baby Chickens Airplanes 











Sunday Morning Picture Stories Creation re Outline Pictures to Color 
Aset of fifteen outline pictures of a num- 
For Little Folks Stories for Corer’ nature poss x mowrd ¢ interesting to ali 











children : Butterflies, Kittens, Bo-Peep 
to Color Beginner and and Her Sheep, Chickens, Easter Lilies, 
Rabbits, The Balloon Man, Goldfish, 
Four books each with Primary Yacht Race, Cows, Bluebirds, Collie 
13 pictures, ail illustrat- Dogs, Ducks, Old Woman in the Shoe, 
ing Bible stories of fa- Grades and Turkeys. 
vorite Bible characters. Price — 10 cents per set. 
With the colorin (TO COLOR) 





each picture the child 
should be told the Bible 
Story, the source of 


This consistso.asete New Hand Work Cut-outs 


efsevencards. Each Four beautiful art masterpieces in colors, 


FIFTH DAY 


which is given under bears a large outline picture (see illustra- mounted on hea ; 
: : A i : : n cardboard, Each design 
each picture. Order by tion) progressively illustrating the Creation ie eat ant in me i of irreguinr shape, like 


book number: story of Genesis. On each card isanappro- a jig-saw puzzle, to be assembled by the 
ia. 9--Eveels in Gee- ee vee for Sanery i o os sone children. 
: esisandpartofExodus. ofthe cardsis colored by the pupil and the verse . abe —— 4 en geay 
No. 2— Rest of Exodus, together with Numbers, Deuter- MeMOrized, until all seven cards are colore ©. 2— Madoans and the Child. 
onomy, and part of Joshua, . Beene Gees mrmorized, Then, the cardsere = No. 3—The Song of the Bluebird. 
Ne. = 7 7 eee gucer — of Samuel. structions for use are supplied with each order. No. 4—The Baby. 
, 18 CENTS EACH 
65 CENTS THE SET. 


PRICE —10 CENTS PER BOOK. PRICE —12%4 CENTS PER SET. 
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